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Meta's decision to specifically allow users to call LGBTQ+ people "mentally
ill" has sparked widespread backlash at the company.
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404 Media is an independent website whose work is written, reported,
and owned by human journalists and whose intended audience is real
people, not Al scrapers, bots, or a search algorithm. Become a paid
subscriber here for access to all of our articles ad-free and bonus content.

Meta employees are furious with the company’s newly announced content

moderation changes that will allow users to say that LGBTQ+ people have

“mental iliness,” according to internal conversations obtained by 404 Media and
interviews with five current employees. The changes were part of a larger shift
Mark Zuckerberg announced Monday to do far less content moderation on Meta

platforms.
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“I'am LGBT and Mentally IIl,” one post by an employee on an internal Meta
platform called Workplace reads. “Just to let you know that I'll be taking time out
to look after my mental health.”

On Monday, Mark Zuckerberg announced that the company would be getting
“back to our roots around free expression” to allow “more speech and fewer
mistakes.” The company said "we're getting rid of a number of restrictions on

topics like immigration, gender identity, and gender that are the subject of
frequent political discourse and debate.” A review of Meta's official content

moderation policies show, specifically, that some of the only substantive

changes to the policy were made to specifically allow for “allegations of mental
illness or abnormality when based on gender or sexual orientation.” It has long
been known that being LGBTQ+ is not a sign of “mental illness,” and the false

idea that sexuality or gender identification is a mental iliness has long been used
to stigmatize and discriminate against LGBTQ+ people.

Earlier this week, we reported that Meta was deleting internal dissent about

Zuckerberg's appointment of UFC President Dana White to the Meta board of
directors.

Do you work at Meta? I would love to hear from you. Using
a non-work device, you can message me securely on Signal
at +1 202 505 1702.

Sign up for free access to this post

Free members get access to posts like this one
along with an email round-up of our week's stories.
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'Everything | Say Leaks,’ Zuckerberg Says in Leaked
Meeting Audio

"There are a bunch of things that | think are value-destroying for me to talk
about, so I'm not going to talk about those."

JASON KOEBLER - JAN 30, 2025

ADVERTISEMENT + GO AD FREE -+ HIDE

https://www.404media.co/its-total-chaos-internally-at-meta-right-now-employees-protest-zuckerbergs-anti-lgbtg-changes/



https://www.404media.co/signup/
https://www.404media.co/signin/
https://www.404media.co/zuckerberg-says-everything-i-say-leaks-in-leaked-meeting-audio/
https://www.404media.co/zuckerberg-says-everything-i-say-leaks-in-leaked-meeting-audio/
https://www.404media.co/zuckerberg-says-everything-i-say-leaks-in-leaked-meeting-audio/
https://www.404media.co/author/jason-koebler/

2/14/25, 5:18 PM ‘It's Total Chaos Internally at Meta Right Now": Employees Protest Zuckerberg's Anti LGBTQ Changes

Meta Deletes Trans and Nonbinary Messenger
Themes

Amid a series of changes that allows users to target LGBTQ+ people, Meta has
deleted product features it initially championed.

JASON KOEBLER - JAN 10, 2025
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Al Chatbot Added to Mushroom Foraging Facebook
Group Immediately Gives Tips for Cooking Dangerous
Mushroom
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Unparalleled access to hidden
worlds both online and IRL.

404 Media is a new independent media company founded by technology journalists
Jason Koebler, Emanuel Maiberg, Samantha Cole, and Joseph Cox.
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