
Republican lawmakers quietly pass bill targeting
transgender Ohioans’ ability to run for public
office

New law limits transgender candidates and expands who can challenge their
eligibility for office.

BY H.L. COMERIATO (THEY/THEM) ● POLITICS, TRANSGENDER ● DECEMBER 30, 2024

During the final hours of Ohio legislature’s 135th Congressional Session, lawmakers passed a

piece of legislation limiting transgender Ohioans’ ability to run for public office.
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Members of the Ohio Senate voted to pass the legislation after members of the House

Government Oversight Committee rolled its language into Senate Bill (SB) 71 – a separate piece of

legislation regarding electoral policy.

Aside from an explicit exception that allows married women to omit their maiden names via the

same candidacy petition, Ohioans are already required to list any legal name changes that
occurred within the last five years on their petitions for candidacy. 

SB 71 will further codify the requirement by updating the existing candidacy form to include a
designated space to list former legal names and allowing voters registered under any political

party to challenge the legitimacy of any candidate based on the suspected existence of prior legal

names – both of which could affect transgender candidates disproportionately. 

Targeting transgender candidates

Conservative Reps. Angie King (R-Celina) and Rodney Creech (R-West Alexandria) first

introduced the legislation as House Bill (HB) 471 in May of this year.

The bill would have given voters registered under any political party legal footing to challenge the

legitimacy of transgender candidates should they fail to publicly list their former legal names,
whereas the law at that time only allowed registered voters from the same party as the

prospective candidate to formally challenge the candidate’s legitimacy, for any reason.

Reps. King and Creech were the only two candidates for the Ohio House to run against

transgender candidates in the 2024 general election – facing transgender candidates Bobbie

Brooke Arnold and Arienne Childrey, both of whom narrowly avoided disqualification under the

law.

A third transgender candidate, Vanessa Joy, was disqualified entirely from appearing on the ballot

in Stark County after failing to list her former legal name on her initial application for candidacy,

despite the form lacking a designated space to do so.

When speaking about HB 471 on the April 5th episode of “The Windsor Report” — a conservative

talk radio show hosted by Jack Windsor, who regularly uses anti-transgender rhetoric to question
both the existence as well as the mental health of transgender Ohioans — King directly accused

transgender candidates of intentionally seeking to break the law.

“For a group that wants to talk about inclusion, they don’t want equality,” King said. “They don’t

want to play by the same rules as everyone else. What they really want is special rights or
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exemptions to circumvent the law.”

In 2023, Rep. King protested outside her own district’s LGBTQ+ pride event alongside members of

a self-identified Christian group and the Aryan White Nationalists, a neo-Nazi group affiliated

with the Aryan Freedom Network and organized Ku Klux Klan activity. She was also the co-

sponsor of the bill to ban drag performances outside of adult cabaret venues.

Calls for reform

Democrats introduced their own legislation to help protect transgender candidates from

discrimination throughout the candidacy application and election processes, but the bill failed to

gain traction in the Ohio House.

Ohio Republican cleared to run, open to reforming name-change
law used to target transgender candidates

Over the summer, newly appointed conservative Rep. Tex Fischer (R-Boardman) faced a

challenge under the same law for failing to disclose his own legal name change.

Fischer – who is not transgender – changed his name from “Austin James Fischer” to “Austin

James Texford Fischer” in 2020.

Ultimately, Fischer was cleared to appear on the ballot in the general election, but called for

election reform regarding the rule.

“I also don’t think it should be necessary to publish someone’s deadname on the ballot,” he told

The Buckeye Flame – using a term that often refers to a transgender person’s former legal name.

“I don’t think publishing a former name really does the voters any good and only causes the
candidate grief.”

Just before the house voted to pass SB 71, Rep. Latyna Humphrey (D-Columbus) rose in
opposition to the bill, warning fellow lawmakers the bill would create “a pile of unnecessary
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work” for boards of elections across the state.

Both Creech and King offered remarks in support of the bill – neither of which mentioned

transgender candidates, that they both faced transgender opponents or acknowledged Fischer’s

call for reform.

SB 71 now awaits Gov. Mike DeWine’s signature. 🔥

IGNITE ACTION

To register to vote or to check your voter eligibility status in the state of Ohio, click here.
To find contact information for your Ohio state representative, click here.

To find contact information for your Ohio senator, click here.
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Journalists and the Associated Press Media Editors Association for a story they co-created on the

relationship between redlining and asthma rates in children.

Related Articles

Ohio lawmakers comfort the already-comfortable and afflict the

already-afflicted for the holidays [COMMENTARY]

BY OHIO CAPITAL JOURNAL ● COMMENTARY ● DECEMBER 28, 2024

'The GOP-version of a special interest Santa Claus just wrapped a bow on the lame duck
session and predictably handed out lumps of coal to…
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‘Students will have less safe adult.’ Ohio Senate Democrats urge

Gov. DeWine to veto Parents’ Bill of Rights

BY KEN SCHNECK (HE/HIM), EDITOR ● POLICY/LEGISLATION ● DECEMBER 20, 2024

After midnight on Wednesday—the last day of Ohio’s two-year legislative session—the
Ohio House voted to approve HB 8.
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Ohio House passes 11th-hour bill forcing teachers and counselors

to out LGBTQ+ students; now heads to governor

BY KEN SCHNECK (HE/HIM), EDITOR ● POLICY/LEGISLATION ● DECEMBER 19, 2024

'We’re again saving the very worst piece of legislation for the middle of the night where
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Latest in Policy/Legislation

‘Students will have less safe adult.’ Ohio Senate

Democrats urge Gov. DeWine to veto Parents’ Bill of

Rights

Ohio House passes 11th-hour bill forcing teachers and

counselors to out LGBTQ+ students; now heads to

governor

Bill forcing teachers to out LGBTQ+ students passes

Ohio Senate; awaits final approval in House
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Two Ohio LGBTQ+ equality bills get House hearings

during last week of Lame Duck

Bathroom bans are not only discriminatory but also

against Ohio’s economic interests [COMMENTARY]

‘It’s not morally right.’ GLSEN’s executive director

sounds off on Ohio’s anti-LGBTQ+ youth legislation

[LISTEN]

Amplify LGBTQ+ Ohio. Donate to The Buckeye Flame!

Help us elevate the stories of those who are systemically and politically silenced.
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The Buckeye Flame amplifies the voices of LGBTQ+ Ohioans to support community and civic

empowerment through the creation of engaging content that chronicles our triumphs, struggles,

and lived experiences.

Sign up for our newsletter!

Every Thursday we’ll send you our original reporting on the latest LGBTQ+ Ohio news.
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