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The Latest GOP Debate Had One Of The
Grossest Anti-Trans Moments Yet

Megyn Kelly opened the floor for candidates to openly attack transgender youth

on Wednesday night.

@ By[Nick Visser
<>

Dec 6, 2023, 11:22 PM EST

Megyn Kelly promised Wednesday night that the moderators of the fourth and final GOP
primary debate would dig into the “issue” of gender-affirming care for transgender kids. But
her pledge quickly devolved into many of the Republicans onstage attacking queer

Americans and repeating dog whistles about vulnerable youth.

Kelly asked former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie about a law he signed in 2017 that
required the state to adopt regulations around trans kids. But she used the moment to
press Christie on his stance on gender-affirming care for minors, an issue that has become
a dangerous political cudgel during the campaign.

“The surgeries done on minors involve cutting off body parts at a time when these kids
cannot even legally smoke a cigarette,” Kelly said during a question on health care for trans
youth. “Kids who go from puberty blockers to cross-sex hormones are at a much greater
likelihood of winding up sterile. How is it that you think a parent should be able to OK these
surgeries, never mind the sterilization of a child?”

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/megyn-kelly-gop-debate-anti-trans_n_65713e9de4b0a10def8b83b3
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“Aren’t you way too out of step on this issue to be the Republican nominee?” she
concluded.

Kelly’s statements are not backed by medical guidance. Most trans youth do not even
begin to medically transition until adolescence, and treatment begins with puberty-blocking
drugs or hormone therapy, not surgery. To start puberty blockers in most cases, a person
must show a lasting pattern of gender nonconformity or gender dysphoria and be able to

understand the treatment and consent, according to the Mayo Clinic.

The AMA also found that trans youth receiving gender-affirming care had dramatic
decreases in depression and suicidal ideology in the year after they began.

Christie, who has come out against transgender health care bans, pushed back on Kelly’s
assertion, saying Republicans “believe in less government, not more.” He added that he
trusted parents to make more decisions about their kids, “without the government telling
them what those values should be.”

“I believe there is no one who loves my children more than me,” Christie said. “Not some
government bureaucrat.”

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/megyn-kelly-gop-debate-anti-trans_n_65713e9de4b0a10def8b83b3
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.@megynkelly goes after Chris Christie for his stances on
trans surgeries for kids: "How is it that you think a parent
should be able to ok these surgeries, never mind the
sterilization of a child, and aren't you WAY to out of step on
this issue to be the Republican nominee?"
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But Kelly’'s comment Wednesday opened up the floor for the other three candidates to
express extreme anti-trans views. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis equated gender-affirming care
— overseen by a child’s parents and their doctor — as “cutting off their genitals” and
“mutilating these minors.”

Businessman Vivek Ramaswamy went a step further, declaring “transgenderism” a “mental
health disorder”

And former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley stood by her comments that
gender-affirming care should be withheld from children until they are 18. She later called
the issue surrounding trans students playing on sports teams that are in line with their
gender identity the “women’s issue of our time.”

Kelly’'s comment is part of her longstanding attacks on the queer community. She has called
health care for trans kids “a weird form of conversion therapy” and misgendered trans
people because she’s “done” with using correct pronouns.

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/megyn-kelly-gop-debate-anti-trans_n_65713e9de4b0a10def8b83b3
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The Republican Party has fiercely adopted trans health care as a political rallying cry in
recent campaign cycles, pushing more than 500 anti-LGBTQ+ bills in 2023 alone, according
to the ACLU.

The American Medical Association, American Association of Pediatrics and American
Psychological Association have all declared gender-affirming care essential to the well-
being of trans kids, urging politicians to stay out of the debate.

And even though anti-trans laws are not a politically popular idea, the GOP has embraced
them anyway, to the detriment of queer youth.

The Stakes Have Never Been Higher

As the 2024 presidential race heats up, the very foundations of our democracy are at stake.
At HuffPost, we believe that a vibrant democracy is impossible without well-informed
citizens. This is why we keep our journalism free for everyone, even as most other

newsrooms have retreated behind expensive paywalls.

Our newsroom continues to bring you hard-hitting investigations, well-researched analysis
and timely takes on one of the most consequential elections in recent history. Reporting on
the current political climate is a responsibility we do not take lightly — and we need your
help.
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Absence In Georgia Poll Workers
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Kevin McCarthy Says He Will Retire
From Congress This Month

Author Reveals Most ‘Surprising’ Joe Scarborough Shreds Fox News’
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About Trump Word
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Steve Bannon, Kash Patel Say
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Hall, Insisting Climate Change Isn't A
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Trillions In Tax Payments

Ron DeSantis Wants $1 Million For Peggy Flanagan Becomes First Native This Senator Has A New Idea To Curb

Florida State To Sue NCAA Over Woman Elected To Lead A National Mass Shootings — And Gun

Football Playoff Snub Party Committee Reformers Are Actually Optimistic

Trump Defense Witness Answers Rep. Patrick McHenry, Key Kevin New Hampshire Just Introduced 1 Of
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Liz Cheney Mulling Third-Party Run New Book Reveals Pro-Israel Group's Maggie Haberman Paints Dark

For Presidency In 2024 $100,000 Offer To Ocasio-Cortez Picture Of Second Trump Term: 'Not
Hypothetical'
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Biden Says He Might Not Be Running
If Trump Weren't In The Race

Major Democratic Donor Gives
$250,000 To Nikki Haley Super PAC

Mike Johnson Says Republicans Are
Blurring Jan. 6 Footage To Protect

Rioters From DOJ

'The Late Show' Canceled For Second
Week As Stephen Colbert Recovers

From Surgery

Who Will Trump Vote For In 2024?
Chris Christie Has Surprise

Prediction.
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Fitting Way
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North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum
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RNC Debate Stage, Still Lacking
Front-Runner Trump, Down To 4
Participants

Chris Christie's Kids Hate It When
Trump Calls Him A 'Fat Pig'

Texas Republicans Reject Statement
Against Associating With Nazis And
Antisemites

Mixed Emotions Surround Barbie Doll
Honoring Iconic Cherokee Leader

Fox, MSNBC And CNN All Deny
Interest In Hiring George Santos

Ron DeSantis Predicts Success In Jen Psaki: Forget About 'No-Name'
lowa, Pledges To Replace Obamacare George Santos And Focus On This
Republican Instead

Trump Fires Back At Liz Cheney With  Donald Trump Flips Out At Robert De
Unexpected Confession About Eating  Niro

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/megyn-kelly-gop-debate-anti-trans_n_65713e9de4b0a10def8b83b3

12/7/23, 07:57

Sen. Bernie Sanders Opposes
Unconditional Military Aid To Israel In
Funding Bill

James Comer Claims Hunter Biden's
Truck Payments Are Corruption

The Shrunken Safety Net Could Help
Explain Bad Feelings About Economy

James Comer Makes Walmart
Comment That Draws Snickers From
White House Spox

Palestinian Student Shot In Vermont
Paralyzed From The Chest Down,
Family Says
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