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By Sunny Hernandez | ahernandez@nyup.com

An Upstate New York library closed this week when all but one of its employees
abruptly quit.

According to CBS 6 Albany, a sign on the entrance to Rockwell Falls Public

Library in Lake Luzerne reads it will be closed until further notice due to
“staffing shortages.” The director and all but one employee abruptly quit.

The Adirondack town library was in the news earlier this year after plans to host
their first drag queen story hour were canceled amid furious national debate.

The heated small town discussions brought the resignation of the library board
president and the appointment of short-term leaders in April, the Times Union

reported.

Now-former director Courtney Keir said she and her staff have reported feeling
unsafe and have been harassed regularly by members of the public in the
library since the drag queen story hour was announced.
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Scarlet Sagamore, a drag queen from the Capital Region was slated to read at
Rockwell Falls. The story hour was to include stories, songs and the crafting of
crowns. When the event was announced on the library’s Facebook page, the
deluge of comments came in. Opinions ranged from people excited to attend
the family friendly event to commenters who declared that bringing children to
a drag show should be considered a crime.

At a July board meeting of the library, Keir recounted the harassment incident
reports they had filed with no resolution.

CBS 6 said the harassment claims were also in relation to upset residents who
say they want answers about the library’s financial records. Several FOIL
requests about how particular people are being paid have allegedly gone
unanswered.

In the meantime, Lake Luzerne is without a library, while a replacement staff is
being sought out. No fines or fees will be collected on any late materials during
the period of closure to the public.

If you purchase a product or register for an account through a link on our site, we may receive
compensation. By using this site, you consent to our User Agreement and agree that your clicks,

interactions, and personal information may be collected, recorded, and/or stored by us and social
media and other third-party partners in accordance with our Privacy Policy.

https://www.newyorkupstate.com/news/2023/09/adirondack-library-known...-queen-story-hour-controversy-closes-after-staff-abruptly-quits.html Page 2 of 5


https://www.advancelocal.com/advancelocalUserAgreement/user-agreement.html
https://www.advancelocal.com/advancelocalUserAgreement/privacy-policy.html

Adirondack library, known for drag queen story hour controversy, closes after staff abruptly quits - newyorkupstate.com 9/30/23, 10:26

V¥ About Us
About Us

Advertise with us
Contact Us

Sponsor Content

Frequently Asked Questions

¥ Upstate NY Regions
Adirondacks

Catskills

Capital Region

Central NY

Einger Lakes
Hudson Valley
Northern NY
Western NY

¥ More on NYup.com
Videos

Upstate NY Weather
Sports Betting

Upstate NY Obituaries
Site Search

Sitemap

https://www.newyorkupstate.com/news/2023/09/adirondack-library-known...-queen-story-hour-controversy-closes-after-staff-abruptly-quits.html Page 3 of 5


https://www.advancemediany.com/about-us/
https://www.advancemediany.com/marketing-solutions/advertise-on-nyupcom/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/contactus/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/sponsor-content-index/?prx_adpz=1243
https://www.syracuse.com/digitalsubscription/faq/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/adirondacks/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/catskills/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/capital-region/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/central-ny/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/finger-lakes/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/hudson-valley/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/northern-ny/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/western-ny/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm3af9XtbGdk_TiQy1mYvbw
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/weather/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/betting/
https://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/search/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/archives/

Adirondack library, known for drag queen story hour controversy, closes after staff abruptly quits - newyorkupstate.com 9/30/23, 10:26

¥ Follow Us
Pinterest
Twitter
Facebook
Instagram

YouTube

¥ Our Affiliates

Syracuse.com

ADVANCELOCAL

Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement
(updated 4/4/2023), Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement, and Your Privacy Choices and Rights
(updated 7/1/2023).

Your Privacy Choices

© 2023 Advance Local Media LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).

The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used,
except with the prior written permission of Advance Local.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

YouTube’s privacy policy is available here and YouTube’s terms of service is available here.

[>Ad Choices

https://www.newyorkupstate.com/news/2023/09/adirondack-library-known...-queen-story-hour-controversy-closes-after-staff-abruptly-quits.html Page 4 of 5


https://www.pinterest.com/newyorkupstate/
https://twitter.com/newyorkupstate
https://www.facebook.com/newyorkupstate
https://www.instagram.com/newyorkupstate/
https://www.youtube.com/c/NYupcom
https://www.syracuse.com/
https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/user-agreement/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/privacy-policy/#rights_top
https://www.advancemediany.com/
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/communityrules/
https://www.youtube.com/intl/en-US/about/policies/
https://www.youtube.com/t/terms
https://www.newyorkupstate.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top

Adirondack library, known for drag queen story hour controversy, closes after staff abruptly quits - newyorkupstate.com 9/30/23, 10:26

https://www.newyorkupstate.com/news/2023/09/adirondack-library-known...-queen-story-hour-controversy-closes-after-staff-abruptly-quits.html Page 5 of 5



