No more closed doors for Russian transgender people 8/2/23, 10:02

Severely impacting transgender lives, Russia's new law stops trans people
from changing gender markers, getting affirming surgery, or accessing
hormones. The EU must urgently offer asylum, upholding trans rights in
Russia.

Pressure on LGBTQ+ communities in Russia has persisted for decades. Institutionalization began in
2013 with the adoption of a law banning “LGBT-propaganda” among minors. This law prohibited the
distribution of information mentioning non-heterosexual relationships or non-cisgender identities
that could be accessible to minors. In practice, this law was used to exert pressure on activists and
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civil society organizations.

At the end of 2022, new legislation on “LGBT-propaganda” was enacted. Since then, the distribution
of information about or mentioning non-heterosexual relationships or non-cisgender identities has
been banned throughout Russia — regardless of the intended audience. Now, any positive
discussion of LGBTQ+ issues in Russia is illegal and can result in substantial fines for individuals or
legal entities.

In July 2023, the State Duma passed another law banning all aspects of legal and medical
transgender transitions in Russia. This legislation renders it impossible for individuals to legally
change their gender marker in documents, pursue gender-affirming surgeries, or access hormonal
therapy. Furthermore, for Russian authorities, banning transgender transitions is a "question of
national security". The only "treatment" suggested for transgender individuals is "healing of
psychiatric problems that led to transgender identity", akin to "conversion therapy".

Combined with the relentless transphobic rhetoric of Russian politicians and authorities, these
developments suggest that Russia is an unsafe environment for transgender individuals. Those who
choose to leave the country because of their identity should have the opportunity to find refuge in
foreign nations where their lives and health will not be endangered.

This campaign is run by Coming Out and Center-T.
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Adopt necessary legislative initiatives at the European Union level and in specific countries to
allow Russian transgender individuals to seek asylum based on their gender identity;
Establish a dialogue with Russian trans-initiatives to better respond to changing circumstances
and understand the reality of transgender individuals in Russia.

Not every transgender person in Russia wishes to leave their homeland. However, this
opportunity could potentially change the lives of dozens, if not hundreds, of individuals and
empower thousands more.

Campaign started by
Coming Out LGBT group

7,440

people have signed
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[ Yes, I'd like to receive text messages from All Out.
Messages may include campaign updates, surveys, petitions, and donation
opportunities. 4 msg/month. Msg & data rates may apply. Text STOP to stop,

HELP for help. Terms & Conditions. Privacy policy.

SIGN

By clicking this button, | consent to receive emails about All Out's campaign
updates, surveys, petitions, and donation opportunities as described in All
Out's privacy policy. | understand that | have the right to unsubscribe at any
time. | consent to have my first name, last name, and country shared with

the petition starter so they may deliver my signature.
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More ways to take action today!

Iran: Save Sareh and Elham’s FIFA: Tell Qatar Love Is Not
lives A Crime

Is there an issue impacting
LGBT+ people in your
community?

Abolish The Religious
Discrimination Bill
#killthebill
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