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VA Sen. Danica Roem. Courtesy Facebook.

(WB )Virginia state Sen. Danica Roem (D-Manassas)’s Republican
opponent in her state Senate race continues to highlight his opposition to

transgender rights.

Bill Woolf's consulting company, Woolf Group Strategic Solutions, in

an April 15 Facebook post noted the Biden-Harris administration

“has proposed a rule change that would make transgender sports bans

illegal under Title IX, which prohibits sex discrimination at educational
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institutions that receive federal funding.” The post invites organizations to
contact his company if they need “assistance or guidance in submitting a

public comment.”

Woolf on April 21 liked a tweet from the Republican Party of Virginia that
defended House Resolution 734.

“HB 734 does not ban trans students from competing on school sports
teams,” reads the tweet in response to Virginia Congresswoman Jennifer
McClellan's statement about why she voted against HB 734. “It simply says
that students must compete on the teams that correspond with their

biological sex.”

Woolf on April 20 liked an anti-transgender tweet the Redheaded

Libertarian posted.

“Telling a child he or she is ‘born in the wrong body’ is one of the more
sinister evils in our society,” wrote the Redheaded Libertarian. “How are
you going to tell a child, in all her wonder and innocence, that she was a

mistake, who needs to be ‘fixed’ with drugs. mutilation and sterilization?”

Woolf on March 11 spoke at a human trafficking forum the Catholic

Diocese of Arlington organized.

“When we start taking about the gender identity issues, we get into some
pretty controversial stuff, but the reality is that because of the confusion
that society is causing with our young people — particularly those that, you
know, are being told to identify as a certain way — is making them even
more vulnerable to the traffickers,” said Woolf. “There's been many boys,
both that I've worked with and that some of my colleagues have worked
with that have been victimized, that were told — they were convinced by the
trafficker that they had a same-sex attraction when really they didn't and
after coming out of that trafficking scenario, once they were able to
escape they were able to come forward and say no, that's not who | was,
but | was manipulated into believing that.”

Woolf on Aug. 15 said he is “100 percent committed to passing Sage’s
Law,” a bill that would require school personnel to out trans students to

their parents.
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State Del. David LaRock (R-Loudoun County) earlier this year introduced
the measure in the Virginia House of Delegates, but the Virginia Senate
Education and Health Committee killed it. (The Loudoun County
Republican in June lost the Republican primary in the new State Senate
District 1.)

Woolf and others who support Sage's Law maintain it is necessary to fight

human trafficking in Virginia.

Va. Republicans ‘reprising Bob Marshall's 2017 campaign’

Roem in 2017 defeated then-state Del. Bob Marshall, a prominent LGBTQ
rights opponent who co-wrote Virginia’s constitutional amendment
defining marriage as between a man and a woman that voters approved 11
years earlier. Roem subsequently became the first openly trans person

seated in a state legislature in the U.S.

Roem in 2019 became the first out trans state legislator to win re-election.
Roem in May 2022 announced she is running to represent the newly
redistricted Senate District 30, which includes western Prince William

County and the cities of Manassas and Manassas Park.

The Republican Party of Virginia in a campaign flyer that Woolf's campaign
approved notes Roem “voted no on requiring schools to inform parents of
students experiencing gender incongruence — deliberately keeping parents

in the dark on issues their children are facing.”

Another RPV flyer shows Woolf with Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin and

notes they are “protecting high school girls’ sports.”

“Virginia Democrats support biological boys competing against biological
girls in high school sports,” reads the flyer. “Governor Youngkin needs Bill
Woolf in the state Senate to pass commonsense legislation that protects

girls’ sports. It's about fairness.”

oungkin has repeatedly said he does not support trans children on sports
teams that are consistent with their gender identity. The Virginia
Department of Education last month released new guidelines for trans and



nonbinary students that Republican Attorney General Jason Miyares in a

nonbinding legal opinion he released on Aug. 24 said school boards must

adhere.

“There is a war on families right now, and this is one of the main reasons
that I'm running to be a state senator here in District 30, serving the people
in Manassas, Manassas Park and Prince William County,” said Woolf on

” o

Aug. 25 during an appearance on “The Vince Coglianese Show.” “We've got
to bring some common sense back. And | think that so many people are
quick to jump to conclusions. We see so often where they're not looking
for consensus or looking for real solutions. They just want to shout from
the rooftops about things that, quite honestly, many of them are not

informed about.”
Woolf during the interview reiterated his support for Sage’s Law.

“I've worked human trafficking. I've seen this my entire life. I've seen
exploitation. And | think what'’s critically important to understand about
this case is ultimately because of the actions that happened and because
of the separation from the family, Sage was sex trafficked not once but
twice. And these are things that we have to collectively come together to
push back on and to protect our children,” he said. “That is how the
traffickers work, that is their number one tactic, and it really bothers me
when we have situations where the schools are telling kids to not talk to
their parents, to keep secrets. Right, because that's what traffickers want.
Do they want to create isolation? They want to create dependency on the
trafficker and pull them away from their families, their support structures,
those that love them. And this is the way that they manipulate them.”

Coglianese during the interview repeatedly misgendered Roem.

Woolf used female pronouns to refer to his opponent, but noted she was
“on her way to Hollywood this weekend to do a fundraiser in West
Hollywood.”

“Clearly nothing’s changed, still pulling in a great deal of funding from out
of state. And that's problematic,” Woolf told Coglianese. “You know, it's
problematic because a lot of what she's doing is in California and we've
seen through her record over the past six years where she's supporting the
California ban on gasoline engines, forcing Virginians buy electric cars.

A lot of the other things around child protection laws, you know, she’s
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bringing back to Virginia. And | think it's time that we stand up as a
community and say we're not California, we're Virginia. And this is what we

want to, you know, we need to be able to make the decisions for us.”

Woolf in a statement his campaign sent to the Blade on Wednesday said
“everybody has a right in this country to make decisions about the way
they live their lives and that includes choices as an adult over their gender.

That is why we have laws in place to protect those choices.”

“However, | have dedicated my career to preventing human trafficking and
sex trafficking and protecting vulnerable women and children. There are
many documented examples where children have been preyed upon and
trafficked in Virginia schools, and where opportunities to stop that sex
trafficking was missed because parents were not informed about warning
signs their children were exhibiting in school,” added Woolf. “If like me,
you've had to look a parent in the eye and tell them their son or daughter
has been sex trafficked, and that chances to protect them were missed,
you come to the conclusion that shutting parents out is a dangerous
choice. Parents must be at the head of the table when dealing with these
difficult issues so children can access the correct help and support they
need to deal with those challenges. Too many children in Virginia schools
are being put at risk by denying parents vital information about their own
kids.”

Roem on Tuesday during a telephone interview with the Blade noted 40
percent of homeless young people identify as LGBTQ and the primary
reason they are unhoused is because their family has rejected them. Roem
said Woolf is “looking for any excuse possible to discriminate against

trans kids.”

“When you're trying to make anti-trans policy in Northern Virginia, you're
going to try to go for any way possible to make it palatable with the public
here,” said Roem.

Roem further defended her legislative accomplishments in Richmond.

“When you look at this campaign this year, you see me campaigning on my
record of passing 41 bills: Feeding hungry kids, more than $33 million to fix
Route 28,” she said. “I'm campaigning so heavily on my record ... they're



reprising Bob Marshall’s 2017 campaign. It's stunning that in my fourth
campaign for office, the Republicans are running anti-trans candidates over

and over and over and over again.”

In-person early voting begins in Virginia on Sept. 22. The general election
takes place on Nov. 11.

Republicans currently control the House by a 51-46 margin, while
Democrats have a 21-19 majority in the state Senate.
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