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Trans athletes who transitioned after male pube
to race in the 'Mens/Open' Category, according to the new rule. |

Thomas Maheux
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In a ban that went into effect July 17, 2023, the UCI
recently adapted its rules on the participation of
transgender athletes in international competitions.

A press release posted on the UCI website states that
“from now on, female transgender athletes who have
transitioned after (male) puberty will be prohibited from
participating in women’s events on the UCI
International Calendar — in all categories — in the
various disciplines.”
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Any athlete that doesn’t meet these qualifications may

compete in the Men’s category, according to the new
rule.

In an interview with Bicycling, Chris Mosier, the first
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transgender athlete to compete in the Olympic Trials
and founder of TransAthlete, offered a counter-
perspective:

“FORCING PEOPLE INTO AN ‘OPEN’ CATEGORY IS
ALIENATING AND SINGLES OUT TRANS WOMEN
FOR EVEN GREATER HARASSMENT AND STIGMA.
IN PLACES THAT ARE HOSTILE TOWARDS
TRANSGENDER PEOPLE—LIKE HALF THE UNITED
STATES AND MANY COUNTRIES GLOBALLY—
SEPARATING TRANS WOMEN FROM OTHER
WOMEN PLACES A TARGET ON THEIR BACKS AND
CREATES A DANGEROUS SITUATION. OPEN
CATEGORIES—AND FORCING ANY ATHLETE INTO
A CATEGORY THAT DOESN'T MATCH WHO THEY
ARE—IS NOT A GOOD SOLUTION TO ACHIEVE
EQUITY OR FAIRNESS IN SPORT, PERIOD.”

Closing out the UClI's post was a statement from the
president of the UCI, David Lappartient:

“FIRST OF ALL, THE UCI WOULD LIKE TO
REAFFIRM THAT CYCLING - AS A COMPETITIVE
SPORT, LEISURE ACTIVITY OR MEANS OF
TRANSPORT - IS OPEN TO EVERYONE,
INCLUDING TRANSGENDER PEOPLE, WHOM WE
ENCOURAGE LIKE EVERYONE ELSE TO TAKE PART
IN OUR SPORT. | WOULD ALSO LIKE TO REAFFIRM
THAT THE UCI FULLY RESPECTS AND SUPPORTS
THE RIGHT OF INDIVIDUALS TO CHOOSE THE SEX
THAT CORRESPONDS TO THEIR GENDER
IDENTITY, WHATEVER SEX THEY WERE ASSIGNED
AT BIRTH. HOWEVER, IT HAS A DUTY TO
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GUARANTEE, ABOVE ALL, EQUAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL COMPETITORS IN
CYCLING COMPETITIONS. IT IS THIS IMPERATIVE
THAT LED THE UCI TO CONCLUDE THAT, GIVEN
THE CURRENT STATE OF SCIENTIFIC
KNOWLEDGE DOES NOT GUARANTEE SUCH
EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY BETWEEN
TRANSGENDER FEMALE ATHLETES AND
CISGENDER FEMALE PARTICIPANTS, IT WAS NOT
POSSIBLE, AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE, TO
AUTHORISE THE FORMER TO RACE IN THE
FEMALE CATEGORIES.”

AN :
David Lappartient, UCI President | Associated Press

The ban will have a significant impact on the careers
and well-being of cyclists of all gender identities.

TGR is steadfast in its support of inclusivity in cycling
and beyond. Our hope is that the sport will continue to
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progress with these notions of respect and inclusivity
in mind.

We love it when our community helps us source the
sickest, most hilarious or irreverent stories and videos
out there. Whether it’s your own POV or something you
and your BFF put together, TGR wants to see it. Join
the Stash Community and submit your videos for an
opportunity to be highlighted on TetonGravity.com and
our socials.

Subscribe to TGR’s YouTube Channel for all the
outdoor action you can consume. Stay connected with
our weekly newsletter where we share all the stoke
and latest happenings in action sports and outdoor
adventure.
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