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Canada Midfielder Quinn
Becomes First Out

Transgender Athlete to Play
in a FIFA World Cup

"Being a transgender athlete, it was difficult to see my place in sports and see that

| belong,” Quinn said before the match

By Natasha Dye @ @ @
Updated on July 26, 2023 04:00PM EDT
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Soccer player Quinn made
history when the Canada
midfielder became the first out

transgender athlete to play in a
FIFA World Cup this year.

The midfield anchor, 27, played
90 minutes in Canada’s
opening match against Nigeria
on Thursday, which ended in a
0-0 draw.

Quinn came out as non-binary
in 2020 in a powerful post on

Instagram. "l want to be visible

to queer folks who don’t see
people like them on their feed. |
know it saved my life years

ago,” they wrote at the time.

According to News.com.avu,

Quinn opened up about their
experience as a transgender
athlete before Friday’s match.
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"Being a transgender athlete, it
was difficult to see my place in
sports and see that | belong,”

Quinn said.

They continued, "And the same
goes for cisgender girls who are
navigating their experience; we
have a male-dominated sports
culture in North America and
they deserve to see they have a

place in this sport.”

RELATED: Jacksonville Jaguars’

Kevin Maxen Becomes First Male

Coach to Come Out as Gay in
Maijor U.S. Sports

The inspiring athlete continued,
“It's so important for young
soccer players to have role

models in sport.”

Never miss a story — sign up

https://people.com/canada-midfielder-quinn-becomes-first-out-transgender-player-at-fifa-world-cup-7565836 Page 3 of 9


https://people.com/jaguars-kevin-maxen-first-male-coach-to-come-out-as-gay-us-sports-7563890

Canada's Quinn Becomes First Out Transgender Player at a FIFA World Cup 7/27/23, 09:40

for PEOPLE’s free daily
newsletter to stay up-to-date
on the best of what PEOPLE
has to offer, from juicy

celebrity news to compelling

human interest stories.

Quinn credited the Canadian
women’s national team for
giving them support when
speaking to the outlet. "Seeing
the women'’s national team and
fortunately being able to
interact with some of them was
hugely important for me in
understanding that there was a

pathway for me.”
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In a powerful post on Instagram,
Quinn told fans, “I wanted to
encapsulate the feelings | had
towards my trans identity in one
post but that's really not why
anyone is on here, including

myself,” they wrote.

Next, Quinn and Canada will
meet Australia in the tournament

on Monday.
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