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An uncanny likeness? A still from Oxfam's controverial TERF video   -  Copyright  Oxfam

By Saskia O'Donoghue (https://twitter.com/euronews)  •  Updated: 07/06/2023

British-founded charity Oxfam faces backlash after posting a now-deleted video showing a woman wearing a 'TERF' badge - with some comparing
the likeness to the controversial Harry Potter author.

International charity Oxfam has denied a cartoon woman featured in a video promoting Pride Month was controversial author J.K. Rowling.

Oxfam’s video posted on social media included an image of an angry-looking woman with red hair and eyes and wearing a ‘TERF’ badge.

The footage immediately sparked backlash over the figure’s close resemblance to the Harry Potter author, who has drawn criticism over her divisive views on gender

identity. (https://www.euronews.com/culture/2022/01/06/jk-rowling-s-name-dropped-from-british-school-building-over-author-s-opinions-on-trans-peo)
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TERF stands for "Trans-Exclusionary Radical Feminist" and is a negative term used against people who describe themselves as feminists but refuse to acknowledge the

inclusion of trans and gender-diverse individuals in the movement.

Rowling pictured with red hair in 2019 - 2019 Invision
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Oxfam International · Jun 6, 2023

@Oxfam · Follow
OFFICIAL STATEMENT:

Oxfam International

@Oxfam · Follow

We are posting the updated video below, please re-share to
show solidarity with the LGBTQIA+ community. None of us
are safe until all of us are safe. This June, we call you to 
#ProtectThePride!

Watch on Twitter
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Rowling was first branded as a ‘TERF’ in 2020, following her decision to post a number of critical tweets, drawing a furious backlash

(https://www.euronews.com/culture/2022/07/21/quidditch-changes-its-name-to-quadball-after-jk-rowlings-alleged-anti-trans-comments).

Earlier this year, Rowling took to Twitter to post a hugely controversial tweet comparing TERFs to suffragettes from the last century.

7:55 AM · Jun 6, 2023

830 Reply Copy link

Read 1.9K replies

3

prev next

(//www.euronews.com) (/culture)

/c/EuronewsCulture)k.com/euronewsculture)er.com/euronewsculture).instagram.com/euronewsculture/)

NEWS(//WWW.EURONEWS.COM/CULTURE/CULTURE-
NEWS)

SEE(//WWW.EURONEWS.COM/CULTURE/SEE)
HEAR(//WWW.EURONEWS.COM/CULTURE/HEAR)
TASTE(//WWW.EURONEWS.COM/CULTURE/CULTURE-

TASTE)
TOUCH(//WWW.EURONEWS.COM/CULTURE/TOUCH)
SMELL(//WWW.EURONEWS.COM/CULTURE/SMELL)
SERIES

The
Kitchen

Creators

Cinema

The star
ingredient

Rural
rebels

European
Lens

Musica

Cult

Scenes

Meet
the
locals

Visit
Euronews

(//www.euronews.com)

(https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-
series)
re)culture)culture)uronewsculture/)

https://www.euronews.com/culture/2022/07/21/quidditch-changes-its-name-to-quadball-after-jk-rowlings-alleged-anti-trans-comments
https://twitter.com/Oxfam/status/1666096378299416577?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1666096378299416577%7Ctwgr%5E72fde115d15d9dd5c8eae8b2536527097aa192ac%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euronews.com%2Fculture%2F2023%2F06%2F07%2Ftoo-much-alike-oxfam-forced-to-deny-terf-video-depicts-jk-rowling
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1666096378299416577%7Ctwgr%5E72fde115d15d9dd5c8eae8b2536527097aa192ac%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euronews.com%2Fculture%2F2023%2F06%2F07%2Ftoo-much-alike-oxfam-forced-to-deny-terf-video-depicts-jk-rowling&tweet_id=1666096378299416577
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1666096378299416577%7Ctwgr%5E72fde115d15d9dd5c8eae8b2536527097aa192ac%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euronews.com%2Fculture%2F2023%2F06%2F07%2Ftoo-much-alike-oxfam-forced-to-deny-terf-video-depicts-jk-rowling&in_reply_to=1666096378299416577
https://twitter.com/Oxfam/status/1666096378299416577?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1666096378299416577%7Ctwgr%5E72fde115d15d9dd5c8eae8b2536527097aa192ac%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euronews.com%2Fculture%2F2023%2F06%2F07%2Ftoo-much-alike-oxfam-forced-to-deny-terf-video-depicts-jk-rowling
https://www.euronews.com/
https://www.euronews.com/culture
https://www.youtube.com/c/EuronewsCulture
https://www.facebook.com/euronewsculture
https://twitter.com/euronewsculture
https://www.instagram.com/euronewsculture/
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-news
https://www.euronews.com/culture/see
https://www.euronews.com/culture/hear
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-taste
https://www.euronews.com/culture/touch
https://www.euronews.com/culture/smell
https://www.euronews.com/
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series
https://www.youtube.com/c/EuronewsCulture
https://www.facebook.com/euronewsculture
https://twitter.com/euronewsculture
https://www.instagram.com/euronewsculture/
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-news
https://www.euronews.com/culture/see
https://www.euronews.com/culture/hear
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-taste
https://www.euronews.com/culture/touch
https://www.euronews.com/culture/smell
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series/the-kitchen
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series/creators
https://www.euronews.com/culture/see/cinema
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-taste/the-star-ingredient
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series/rural-rebels
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series/european-lens
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series/musica
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series/cult
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series/scenes
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series/meet-the-locals
https://www.euronews.com/culture/culture-series


In February, the 'Hogwarts Legacy' video game (https://www.euronews.com/culture/2023/02/08/game-on-hogwarts-legacy-release-renews-row-over-jk-rowlings-

gender-identity-comments), inspired by the Harry Potter novels, sparked an online war waged by some LGBTQ+ activists urging people not to play it because of her

stance on trans people.

J.K. Rowling

@jk_rowling · Follow

Same shit, different century.
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Following internet-wide criticism, Oxfam made the decision to remove and re-upload the video, editing out the woman and the TERF reference, after apologising "for the

offence caused" and explaining they made the choice to change the post because of "concerns raised with us".

In a statement, the charity insisted there had been no intention for the cartoon to “have portrayed any particular person or people”, adding: "We fully support both an

individual's rights to hold their philosophical beliefs and a person's right to have their identity respected, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,

and sex characteristics”.

Despite claiming they had made a mistake when, in fact, they merely meant to “make an important point about the real harm caused by transphobia", Oxfam was criticised

by people on both sides of the TERF debate on social media platforms after their decision to backtrack.

Z7bwkcKWUD37teqvokIvDM2BErFQ-yxhy6WCnI5WJIgpHuoJXkmsDvicpu5rLbOJ77i1Rs8EyOx-
w7eaWTyiRBt14GwENEoy1srZGlx6zg14Cw5r2KDJ9M59HC6k6UWYRaqJ2cUsd5A91I-axog_zLLvbs-
L8VGfsOpGLwrbnsXFICpqis0cTufgtMyTuw9LE-qhZoN00EI7v0BbVy2MLlkGHRKzuBFF7BZtER8Y-pjbIKcPBmjTgQyDA_o9PoCEH-
FB3fY_vedTTisME0Rjg5Ccagq4QeVJoV3Kb6WWZmwSU3qG0UTxmQawqOLdejEjZmf52Xz4wOEQdLCky24JaVK6jwYf2h81bFg_vBFFmBvieXASs
https://www.euronews.com/nativo/all-sov?
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Oxfam International

@Oxfam · Follow

We have removed the post because of concerns raised with
us. We will re-post shortly #ProtectThePride
2:07 AM · Jun 6, 2023

1.4K Reply Copy link

Read 5.2K replies

Joan Smith

@polblonde · Follow

For years I have donated books to Oxfam, raising hundreds
of pounds according to the letters you sent me. Never again
- I will donate to other charities that don't promote ludicrous
gender ideology & publish slurs against women.
11:17 PM · Jun 5, 2023

496 Reply Copy link

Read 14 replies
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One Twitter user wrote: “I will donate to other charities that don't promote ludicrous gender ideology and publish slurs against women”, while others accused the

organisation of "pushing trans ideology" and bowing to the demands of "anti-trans fanatics".

J.K. Rowling has refused to comment on the situation, but the trans debate continues to heat up.

At the height of her pre-'TERF' success - Rowling promotes 'Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire' in 2000 - AP
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Just last week, trans rights protesters interrupted a talk at the Oxford Union by Kathleen Stock, a feminist who campaigns for women's single sex spaces. One demonstrator

glued their hand to the floor in front of the "gender critical" academic and others accused the University institution of being transphobic.

Oxford University's LGBTQ+ Society protests Kathleen Stock's talk at the Union last week - AFP via Getty Images
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Share this article

Even Prime Minister Rishi Sunak waded into the debate, saying Professor Stock’s talk should be allowed to proceed: “Agree or disagree with her, Professor Stock is an

important figure in this argument. Students should be allowed to hear and debate her views", adding that university “should be an environment where debate is supported,

not stifled. We mustn't allow a small but vocal few to shut down discussion."
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