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Aaron and Lacey YOUR ADVENTURE AWAITS
Jennen’s roots in T—— -

Arkansas run deep.
They’ve spent their
entire lives there,
attended the

flagship state .| '
‘| BUY TICKE

university, and are

raising a family. So
they’re heartbroken
at the prospect of
perhaps having to ADVERTISEMENT
move to one of an
ever-dwindling
number of states
where gender-
affirming health
care for their
transgender
teenage daughter,
Sabrina, is not

threatened.

“We were like, ‘OK,
if we can just get
Sabrina to 18 ... we
can put all this
horrible stuff
behind us,” Aaron

Jennen said, “and
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Arkansas and
across the

country.”

At least 17 states
have enacted laws
restricting or
banning gender-
affirming care for
transgender
minors, though
judges have
temporarily
blocked their
enforcement in
some, including
Arkansas. An
Associated Press
analysis found that
often those bills
sprang not from

grassroots or
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Many of the
proposals, as
introduced or
passed, are
identical or very
similar to some
model legislation,
the AP found.
Those ready-made
bills have been
used in statehouses
for decades, often
with criticisms of
carpetbagging by
out-of-state
interests. In the
case of restrictions
on gender-
affirming care for
youths, they allow a
handful of far-right
groups to spread a
false narrative
based on distorted

science, critics say.

MORE ON
TRANSGENDER
LEGISLATION:

- Meet the
influential
new player on
transgender
health bills

- Transgender
health:
Comparing
model bills to
real proposals
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our state,” said
Aaron Jennen. “For
whatever reason,
they have the ear of
legislatures in
states like
Arkansas, and the
legislators will
generally defer to
and only listen to

those individuals.”

The AP obtained
the texts of more
than 130 bills in 40
state legislatures
from Plural, a
public policy
software company,
and analyzed them
for similarities to
model bills peddled
by the conservative
groups Do No
Harm, which also
criticizes efforts to
diversify staffing in
medicine, and the
Family Research
Council, which has
long been involved
in abortion

restrictions.
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One of the clearest
examples is in
Montana, where
nearly all the
language in at least
one bill can be
found in Do No
Harm’s model.
Publicly available
emails from
December show the
Republican
sponsor, Sen. John
Fuller, tweaked the
model before
introducing it
weeks later.
Democrats
criticized his
efforts.

“This is not a
Montana issue; it is
an issue pushed by
well-funded
national groups,”

Democratic Sen.
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ADVERTISEMENT

“Someone
mentioned this is
not a Montana
solution. And I can
tell you that I won
my election on this
issue,” said
Republican Sen.
Barry Usher, who
ran unopposed in
the general election
after winning his

contested primary.

The Montana bill
passed in March
with much of Do
No Harm’s model

language intact and
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Do No Harm’s
model and the 2021
Arkansas bill
endorsed as a
model by the
Family Research
Council also have
many similarities,
including the
assertion —
rebutted by major
medical
organizations —
that the risks of
gender-affirming
care outweigh its

benefits.

Republicans’ recent
focus on legislation
to restrict aspects
of transgender life
is largely a strategy
of using social
“wedge issues” —
in the past,
abortion or same-
sex marriage — to
motivate their
voting base,

political observers
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among
Republicans, but
not Democrats, for
restrictions on
medical care for

gender transitions.

ADVERTISEMENT

“These
organizations are
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kids in their
constituencies.
They’re introducing
this model

legislation to gain

Crickets invade Nevada town

https://apnews.com/article/transgender-health-model-legislation-5cc4a7cb4ab69150£670d06fd0f361ab

Tropical Storm Bret

Ukraine downs Russian drone

917


https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2022/06/28/americans-complex-views-on-gender-identity-and-transgender-issues/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cld4eTlySZI2NI9fK998P2vO7uASZ6IGfceKiyeXdEdSRpq_ZPBABINjqtiBgyfb4hoCAoBmgAen99c8DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTyAk_QO1s5nKYkixqpd35L_a0b61mKl93IuLu8Nli9vnBluQVotOC4Jj7SvBWruqtYGUWGx2ZQpMYIN-hoTN0TQF3zhtZvZILOJ2qikU-Hnl25hTcc-DqZGd9UvvH37vV6XgSRRlfMwhT6lpi2eqhs2Nla4en9ZVO_xjFaBIFiKiW2Fow5Mc9MYeV7opoCghU6m6RJM0uRgNvZbcvKFlSiHHqUrgI6IRkcER-5xjiNvlVx5TF9pT4y4m6G54e7kRAPkNzSJ0XVEb86-9pkfEgOPuO-HS0qMS9kOWYtCLaOII0ppYLYwYqwiFCLet4602sMjZWl3xX4zPa08WJNEk685NiikWbQdNckYbtsA-I_0KLbYeWqeNuA2ILpXuXs9boxlUkKysjWRucojbM3rBCvLbDJvazzCf8lcI-XOo-e8riOU1hCH5vyqfBX8yDUqbyeGNTBGaQ8AesXBhHnPSCLuaRSmHpXrcMKWvYvnsS6kZJyJXzABNSug7rBBOAEAZAGAaAGLoAHm4P_vQKIBwGQBwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggXCAAQAhgdMgEAOgefwICAgIAESL39wTqxCYO8oPBIzYqUgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSUwBygQiDvs5TtQucGVU-nEXtQ8O9Z1wcCrBWkB7lU7-81vqFaAPY-zWl0cnm-aQOxpF8O8G-QIicdcz-AhCgOPaZzZGfckIDlsbCtT6pmFC3MoyYGAE&sig=AOD64_2-JyrVRlhyRPccV60ko8cUf3A3Hw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&rf=4&nb=9&adurl=https://search.vyager.com/%3Frgid%3D615479%26sub%3Dgclid%26query%3DSenior%2BHousing%2BPrices%2BMay%2BBe%2BHitting%2BNew%2BLows%2BSoon.%2BHere%2Bis%2BHow%2BTo%2BFind%2BThe%2BBest%2BDeals%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwnMWkBhDLARIsAHBOftofTgXfmzZo4zak1UCPzjuySqBBOsmjwDtW2ge8pc6fYvIn7en82NEaAhZiEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cld4eTlySZI2NI9fK998P2vO7uASZ6IGfceKiyeXdEdSRpq_ZPBABINjqtiBgyfb4hoCAoBmgAen99c8DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTyAk_QO1s5nKYkixqpd35L_a0b61mKl93IuLu8Nli9vnBluQVotOC4Jj7SvBWruqtYGUWGx2ZQpMYIN-hoTN0TQF3zhtZvZILOJ2qikU-Hnl25hTcc-DqZGd9UvvH37vV6XgSRRlfMwhT6lpi2eqhs2Nla4en9ZVO_xjFaBIFiKiW2Fow5Mc9MYeV7opoCghU6m6RJM0uRgNvZbcvKFlSiHHqUrgI6IRkcER-5xjiNvlVx5TF9pT4y4m6G54e7kRAPkNzSJ0XVEb86-9pkfEgOPuO-HS0qMS9kOWYtCLaOII0ppYLYwYqwiFCLet4602sMjZWl3xX4zPa08WJNEk685NiikWbQdNckYbtsA-I_0KLbYeWqeNuA2ILpXuXs9boxlUkKysjWRucojbM3rBCvLbDJvazzCf8lcI-XOo-e8riOU1hCH5vyqfBX8yDUqbyeGNTBGaQ8AesXBhHnPSCLuaRSmHpXrcMKWvYvnsS6kZJyJXzABNSug7rBBOAEAZAGAaAGLoAHm4P_vQKIBwGQBwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggXCAAQAhgdMgEAOgefwICAgIAESL39wTqxCYO8oPBIzYqUgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSUwBygQiDvs5TtQucGVU-nEXtQ8O9Z1wcCrBWkB7lU7-81vqFaAPY-zWl0cnm-aQOxpF8O8G-QIicdcz-AhCgOPaZzZGfckIDlsbCtT6pmFC3MoyYGAE&sig=AOD64_2-JyrVRlhyRPccV60ko8cUf3A3Hw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=https://search.vyager.com/%3Frgid%3D615479%26sub%3Dgclid%26query%3DSenior%2BHousing%2BPrices%2BMay%2BBe%2BHitting%2BNew%2BLows%2BSoon.%2BHere%2Bis%2BHow%2BTo%2BFind%2BThe%2BBest%2BDeals%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwnMWkBhDLARIsAHBOftofTgXfmzZo4zak1UCPzjuySqBBOsmjwDtW2ge8pc6fYvIn7en82NEaAhZiEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cld4eTlySZI2NI9fK998P2vO7uASZ6IGfceKiyeXdEdSRpq_ZPBABINjqtiBgyfb4hoCAoBmgAen99c8DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTyAk_QO1s5nKYkixqpd35L_a0b61mKl93IuLu8Nli9vnBluQVotOC4Jj7SvBWruqtYGUWGx2ZQpMYIN-hoTN0TQF3zhtZvZILOJ2qikU-Hnl25hTcc-DqZGd9UvvH37vV6XgSRRlfMwhT6lpi2eqhs2Nla4en9ZVO_xjFaBIFiKiW2Fow5Mc9MYeV7opoCghU6m6RJM0uRgNvZbcvKFlSiHHqUrgI6IRkcER-5xjiNvlVx5TF9pT4y4m6G54e7kRAPkNzSJ0XVEb86-9pkfEgOPuO-HS0qMS9kOWYtCLaOII0ppYLYwYqwiFCLet4602sMjZWl3xX4zPa08WJNEk685NiikWbQdNckYbtsA-I_0KLbYeWqeNuA2ILpXuXs9boxlUkKysjWRucojbM3rBCvLbDJvazzCf8lcI-XOo-e8riOU1hCH5vyqfBX8yDUqbyeGNTBGaQ8AesXBhHnPSCLuaRSmHpXrcMKWvYvnsS6kZJyJXzABNSug7rBBOAEAZAGAaAGLoAHm4P_vQKIBwGQBwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggXCAAQAhgdMgEAOgefwICAgIAESL39wTqxCYO8oPBIzYqUgAoDmAsByAsBgAwBuAwB2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSUwBygQiDvs5TtQucGVU-nEXtQ8O9Z1wcCrBWkB7lU7-81vqFaAPY-zWl0cnm-aQOxpF8O8G-QIicdcz-AhCgOPaZzZGfckIDlsbCtT6pmFC3MoyYGAE&sig=AOD64_2-JyrVRlhyRPccV60ko8cUf3A3Hw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&rf=4&nb=7&adurl=https://search.vyager.com/%3Frgid%3D615479%26sub%3Dgclid%26query%3DSenior%2BHousing%2BPrices%2BMay%2BBe%2BHitting%2BNew%2BLows%2BSoon.%2BHere%2Bis%2BHow%2BTo%2BFind%2BThe%2BBest%2BDeals%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwnMWkBhDLARIsAHBOftofTgXfmzZo4zak1UCPzjuySqBBOsmjwDtW2ge8pc6fYvIn7en82NEaAhZiEALw_wcB
https://apnews.com/article/hunter-biden-charges-what-to-know-31ad4a0df292754131e799de2c089fd1
https://apnews.com/article/titanic-missing-submersible-passengers-7eb1e80c03a47062fb8ff82f6251a33e
https://apnews.com/article/mormon-crickets-invasion-infestation-elko-nevada-3563fbe67c7ff25960e8c66a90ad3885
https://apnews.com/article/tropical-storm-bret-hurricane-3304245c225db88e8cd408037ce20735
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-attack-kyiv-drones-26e3c4989ed0051baa25abe78e0e3aa6
https://apnews.com/hub/us-news
https://apnews.com/hub/world-news
https://apnews.com/

6/20/23,7:13 PM

Hunter Biden charges

U.S.News World New

Many transgender health bills came from a handful of far-right interest groups, AP finds | AP News

Missing Titanic submersible

analyst who
monitors anti-
LGBTQ+ rhetoric
for Political
Research
Associates, a liberal
think tank.

Such bills often
distort valid
science that
supports gender-
affirming care for
youths, said Dr.
Jack Drescher, a
psychiatry
professor at
Columbia
University who
edited the section
about gender
dysphoria in the
American
Psychiatric
Association’s
diagnostic manual.
Do No Harm cites
the manual in its
model bill.

“These bills are not
at all interested in
patient care,”
Drescher said.
“These bills are
designed to

inflame.”
It’s problematic
“any time

policymakers are
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Attt

rest of the
community or that
relies upon studies
without having that
expertise,” said
Marty P. Jordan, an
assistant professor
of political science
at Michigan State
University. “It’s
problematic for the
individuals that the
legislation could
impact. It’s
problematic for the
larger public, and
problematic for
democracy writ

large.”

Kent Syler, a
political science
professor at Middle
Tennessee State
University, said: “If
it’s a good bill, no
one should be shy
about where they
got it because
that’s the federal
system working

correctly.”

Do No Harm
launched last year
with an initial
critical focus on the
role of race in
medical education

and hiring, and the
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have testified in
statehouses around
the U.S.

When asked about
Do No Harm’s
legislative activity,
founder and chair
Dr. Stanley
Goldfarb
responded in an
email: “Do No
Harm works to
protect children
from extreme
gender ideology
through original
research, coalition-
building,
testimonials from
parents and
patients who’ve
lived through
deeply troubling
experiences, and
advocacy for the
rigorous, apolitical
study of gender
dysphoria.”

The Family
Research Council,
an advocacy group
that opposes
abortion and
LGBTQ+ rights, has
been behind what it
calls the Save
Adolescents from

Experimentation
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A leader of the
Family Research
Council declined to
directly answer
several questions
about its model
bill, including
where it had been
used and which
legislators it had
worked with, but
said, “What should
be an issue debated
in the scientific
community now
has to be dealt with
through

legislation.”

“The SAFE Act
gives minors a
chance to
experience
development
before imposing
lifelong chemical
and surgical
procedures that
increasingly show
evidence of
psychological and
physiological harm
and completed
suicide after the
transition,”
Jennifer Bauwens,
the organization’s

director of family
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July — continues to
receive gender-
affirming health
care while her
family’s suit winds

through the courts.

“For these outside
groups to carry
more weight than
the people these
legislators were
elected to
represent is very
upsetting,” Aaron
Jennen said. “They
didn’t listen to us
before, but now
they have to listen
to us because we
filed a lawsuit and

went to court.”

Contributing to
this report were
Associated Press
journalists around
the country,
including Andrew
DeMillo in Little
Rock, Arkansas;
Amy Beth Hanson
in Helena,
Montana; and
Michael Goldberg
and Emily Wagster
Pettus in Jackson,

Mississippi.
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