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Many transgender health bills came from
a handful of far-right interest groups, AP
finds
By JEFF McMILLAN, KAVISH HARJAI and KIMBERLEE KRUESI May 20, 2023

Hunter Biden charges Missing Titanic submersible Crickets invade Nevada town Tropical Storm Bret Ukraine downs Russian drone

U.S. News World New

https://rtb-us-east.linkedin.com/lax/clk?trk=CwEAAAGI27po-057obJZiagGkD9g2WtCl9ZClmlPvKAxfCj_mGdn6h2ZMraIHFcdQ0ViAHpX5e3DL0MZonZiX_BXK7GVY0aN_iKmZ0HT2rWJgiofrwWRd_itSM8eCzf2WEthgl-dNGha2G-U6O67OllE1XIW3KshBgsNIQYizbizvtxCnXr3p2kp8pLhRuKsxcqMZbTZyVOFHeafeztdu9M6y9AqQCO8TTOxAncD164aeMgQuJ3zdxkmc_hfeTACvwS2xGI8ACkMnfVQQxQbE0cz0Ha673-L-yyNkT70UlwowOMOCBMq24tHgwiaEpB6Zhi7QpQhgMKSaH6ejNxKj4tVowXZ-SbecGw8jD6sRBAMV1kdPTQjU-GmWCC0YGDRc6G5HhIrvN6JkvLrfyVaLn53Fb41TrwkerQ9nvQchL0RZ2a-lNE1mopDrA1Do9bviaGLJEnN53FcQI_R3cNGZxH_v4a93L4tRSwvGZhTGKbvmH344MpmFe3aJ6QfuvlqwnIplmC0schPvvpSy1BGNl1ESFxDm7T1WoKITEO0WX8DieSlEwS8A1ePtjJw5B1Vaz8W7wcfn9rsTGEH_pHKQ_jey_4Q6L1oP5BmPddDtkhA5GeKCs3fioWsJdcjAipvWj6V5MlpLZZbGERJ7LT-Mh9cjvA5kqjVz4mQCLsdFDRoZdtBnSxuOz_HW8tc-uFlaicTkbc12xYkg6dgkrFkEsEC1-ERpTjoPopMMPZu-UQvkfclLYgAq2fc356fleiKve21ueeLl3mic2c4rzOaFmY9rUSEx9oOfFmgWkeHWZqHBluS1SVvMz4vdFmCjFJWQizNwgeCtbV5uV2Cl1XDZUN14AQ5DYBRhsAxjE6d1J4KpKB3vkOeqPOMt78WAnbt-ARu9ubrlmjcQJyPjHZqrVnOMW5TdT1nBG7UfR18N6kg6aRkfP-letaWo8oBUKNflo9sjeuea4oxweATSmf6lIK6M6Jfx9vMO7ahHj1YN8WWmg6IE7kxqHrL0kL4cSaCugPeF0jR5VXJyOAZ358XC9TSop1380fruZ5tWgC60MLpXmKyVnK-5IsPG1rW4ZZuTCnqDbupqT5ou44U4N2Pl20iDSrTO6Qgo5O51MVqsKLTMLhgNh7cLEuCmCNrNUy0ppAXlOug_k9W9eKfWQOKP9OY26igqzFegeAUGQu6k_vNDGHKfS4tnmBhrIni_XZwJ8zzF14fGqipXyIFlnSS6uyKvoQJoMdVhoRlZpHDdV6p9x4DdFp7incTN14CdTFEy7j7VD9Am0BWrpltvJssF4XwZo0QHVSqNKuFBXWVApj8SEr2xxpHJANPaxtCCbseUcDbBKSL4I4AEjWfQ8VySMy3hrhuAVr0Y82wvjARQXRImG2Af3X2ajNQ-UoL9t2gVvIWdtr5QL9g-9Ui90kdN4m0-h9y7QvcggGJzdgoA6ecyPNcM3EGoH6zMEne-u72sU86cas13XG_7zKZtnu1fAN3rl26WHAeor9xzTo2xclwISlvmtziCSJ6tLd71rISfUkDOL1kzO8FYGwwueJKdOf12cMCdMCAEuxY8-l-aGf9bFyUjqC63I6iEC_AB_TTeCNF1v3Au4qawVvjYsdv5yNIKxNzqlpcGHv6jw_0BMEKRQ&action=click&laxrid=3ff6bc74-575b-4258-ae49-49b999f4ac5a&laxbid=2&eid=5&crtype=su&laxerid=8123389834633117593&adfmt=3&urle=CwEAAAGI27po_yOMkWOsH5eHJczfc7_4GkNXZ4sJdkl1wtSCj1VOV4bIkKAFPtTF2neI-o1tnayuUTGuSxP2rDRM2Vy365Qm8qefiRRGKsV2AeTen2i7hDV7jshHqRLlomBzFKtNf2ENn8bTRI65NvofE_mtHpOnpB6ogydB7-NhFS_EX_JBypxlXtNMmBpaegtvejUwgNLYlTQ-0FmJe0-L1EOVThV_vMd16QH8_qArELkeoPtU49AchA7WLutveUxoVY68zai1tCY7HpKiTBskVVMBa3dawN_VRmUfbL0du0CfIGh9ebgS0oXCIOTfrKVYeo2heKQnHsnw5IOcnnDO6HiTE-sulbQArTlMf672DVH323JO4lQ0LGi0PQ&urlhash=ZtPa
https://facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=870613919693099&display=popup&href=https://apnews.com/article/transgender-health-model-legislation-5cc4a7cb4ab69150f670d06fd0f361ab
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://apnews.com/article/transgender-health-model-legislation-5cc4a7cb4ab69150f670d06fd0f361ab
mailto:?subject=Many%20transgender%20health%20bills%20came%20from%20a%20handful%20of%20far-right%20interest%20groups,%20AP%20finds&body=https://apnews.com/article/transgender-health-model-legislation-5cc4a7cb4ab69150f670d06fd0f361ab
https://apnews.com/hub/arkansas
https://apnews.com/hub/gender
https://apnews.com/hub/legislation
https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-news
https://apnews.com/hub/us-news
https://apnews.com/hub/health
https://apnews.com/hub/lgbtq-legislation
https://apnews.com/hub/ms-state-wire
https://apnews.com/hub/general-news
https://apnews.com/hub/wv-state-wire
https://apnews.com/hub/mt-state-wire
https://apnews.com/hub/ar-state-wire
https://apnews.com/hub/ia-state-wire
https://apnews.com/hub/nh-state-wire
https://apnews.com/article/transgender-health-model-legislation-5cc4a7cb4ab69150f670d06fd0f361ab/gallery/038c6f645da24eb09a30f678e6c7c8e0
https://apnews.com/article/hunter-biden-charges-what-to-know-31ad4a0df292754131e799de2c089fd1
https://apnews.com/article/titanic-missing-submersible-passengers-7eb1e80c03a47062fb8ff82f6251a33e
https://apnews.com/article/mormon-crickets-invasion-infestation-elko-nevada-3563fbe67c7ff25960e8c66a90ad3885
https://apnews.com/article/tropical-storm-bret-hurricane-3304245c225db88e8cd408037ce20735
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-attack-kyiv-drones-26e3c4989ed0051baa25abe78e0e3aa6
https://apnews.com/hub/us-news
https://apnews.com/hub/world-news
https://apnews.com/


6/20/23, 7:13 PM Many transgender health bills came from a handful of far-right interest groups, AP finds | AP News

https://apnews.com/article/transgender-health-model-legislation-5cc4a7cb4ab69150f670d06fd0f361ab 2/17

Aaron and Lacey

Jennen’s roots in

Arkansas run deep.

They’ve spent their

entire lives there,

attended the

flagship state

university, and are

raising a family. So

they’re heartbroken

at the prospect of

perhaps having to

move to one of an

ever-dwindling

number of states

where gender-

affirming health

care for their

transgender

teenage daughter,

Sabrina, is not

threatened.

“We were like, ‘OK,

if we can just get

Sabrina to 18 ... we

can put all this

horrible stuff

behind us,’” Aaron

Jennen said, “and
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unfortunately

that’s not been the

case, as you’ve seen

a proliferation of

anti-trans

legislation here in

Arkansas and

across the

country.”

At least 17 states

have enacted laws

restricting or

banning gender-

affirming care for

transgender

minors, though

judges have

temporarily

blocked their

enforcement in

some, including

Arkansas. An

Associated Press

analysis found that

often those bills

sprang not from

grassroots or

AP To…
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constituent

demand, but from

the pens of a

handful of

conservative

interest groups.

Many of the

proposals, as

introduced or

passed, are

identical or very

similar to some

model legislation,

the AP found.

Those ready-made

bills have been

used in statehouses

for decades, often

with criticisms of

carpetbagging by

out-of-state

interests. In the

case of restrictions

on gender-

affirming care for

youths, they allow a

handful of far-right

groups to spread a

false narrative

based on distorted

science, critics say.

MORE ON
TRANSGENDER
LEGISLATION:

– Meet the
influential
new player on
transgender
health bills

– Transgender
health:
Comparing
model bills to
real proposals
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“These are

solutions from

outside our state

looking to solve

nonexistent

problems inside

our state,” said

Aaron Jennen. “For

whatever reason,

they have the ear of

legislatures in

states like

Arkansas, and the

legislators will

generally defer to

and only listen to

those individuals.”

The AP obtained

the texts of more

than 130 bills in 40

state legislatures

from Plural, a

public policy

software company,

and analyzed them

for similarities to

model bills peddled

by the conservative

groups Do No

Harm, which also

criticizes efforts to

diversify staffing in

medicine, and the

Family Research

Council, which has

long been involved

in abortion

restrictions.
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One of the clearest

examples is in

Montana, where

nearly all the

language in at least

one bill can be

found in Do No

Harm’s model.

Publicly available

emails from

December show the

Republican

sponsor, Sen. John

Fuller, tweaked the

model before

introducing it

weeks later.

Democrats

criticized his

efforts.

“This is not a

Montana issue; it is

an issue pushed by

well-funded

national groups,”

Democratic Sen.

ble Camper Va
e Turning Heads And F
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Do No Harm’s

model and the 2021

Arkansas bill

endorsed as a

model by the

Family Research

Council also have

many similarities,
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assertion —

rebutted by major

medical

organizations —

that the risks of

gender-affirming

care outweigh its

benefits.

Republicans’ recent

focus on legislation

to restrict aspects

of transgender life

is largely a strategy
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abortion or same-

sex marriage — to

motivate their

voting base,
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say. And it does

appear to resonate;

a Pew Research

Center survey a

year ago found

broad support

among

Republicans, but

not Democrats, for

restrictions on

medical care for

gender transitions.
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wealth, to gain

eyes, to gain power,

and to gain access,”

said Heron

Greenesmith, a

senior research

analyst who

monitors anti-

LGBTQ+ rhetoric

for Political

Research

Associates, a liberal

think tank.

Such bills often

distort valid

science that

supports gender-

affirming care for

youths, said Dr.

Jack Drescher, a

psychiatry

professor at

Columbia

University who

edited the section

about gender

dysphoria in the

American

Psychiatric

Association’s

diagnostic manual.

Do No Harm cites

the manual in its

model bill.

“These bills are not

at all interested in

patient care,”

Drescher said.

“These bills are

designed to

inflame.”

It’s problematic

“any time

policymakers are
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cherry-picking

isolated studies or

scientific research

that arrives upon a

different

conclusion than the

rest of the

community or that

relies upon studies

without having that

expertise,” said

Marty P. Jordan, an

assistant professor

of political science

at Michigan State

University. “It’s

problematic for the

individuals that the

legislation could

impact. It’s

problematic for the

larger public, and

problematic for

democracy writ

large.”

Kent Syler, a

political science

professor at Middle

Tennessee State

University, said: “If

it’s a good bill, no

one should be shy

about where they

got it because

that’s the federal

system working

correctly.”

Do No Harm

launched last year

with an initial

critical focus on the

role of race in

medical education

and hiring, and the
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Virginia-based

nonprofit has

registered lobbyists

in at least four

states. People

associated with it

have testified in

statehouses around

the U.S.

When asked about

Do No Harm’s

legislative activity,

founder and chair

Dr. Stanley

Goldfarb

responded in an

email: “Do No

Harm works to

protect children

from extreme

gender ideology

through original

research, coalition-

building,

testimonials from

parents and

patients who’ve

lived through

deeply troubling

experiences, and

advocacy for the

rigorous, apolitical

study of gender

dysphoria.”

The Family

Research Council,

an advocacy group

that opposes

abortion and

LGBTQ+ rights, has

been behind what it

calls the Save

Adolescents from

Experimentation
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Act, or SAFE Act.

Among other

things, it falsely

asserts that

“‘gender transition’

is an experiment.”

A leader of the

Family Research

Council declined to

directly answer

several questions

about its model

bill, including

where it had been

used and which

legislators it had

worked with, but

said, “What should

be an issue debated

in the scientific

community now

has to be dealt with

through

legislation.”

“The SAFE Act

gives minors a

chance to

experience

development

before imposing

lifelong chemical

and surgical

procedures that

increasingly show

evidence of

psychological and

physiological harm

and completed

suicide after the

transition,”

Jennifer Bauwens,

the organization’s

director of family
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studies, said in an

email.

In Arkansas,

Sabrina Jennen —

who will turn 18 in

July — continues to

receive gender-

affirming health

care while her

family’s suit winds

through the courts.

“For these outside

groups to carry

more weight than

the people these

legislators were

elected to

represent is very

upsetting,” Aaron

Jennen said. “They

didn’t listen to us

before, but now

they have to listen

to us because we

filed a lawsuit and

went to court.”

___

Contributing to

this report were

Associated Press

journalists around

the country,

including Andrew

DeMillo in Little

Rock, Arkansas;

Amy Beth Hanson

in Helena,

Montana; and

Michael Goldberg

and Emily Wagster

Pettus in Jackson,

Mississippi.

___
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Harjai is a corps

member of the

Associated

Press/Report for

America Statehouse

News Initiative.

Report for America

is a nonprofit

national service
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places journalists in

local newsrooms to

report on

undercovered

issues.
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