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Gay congressman Robert Garcia
honours RuPaul on House floor
in rousing Pride Month speech
Jun 08

Gay congressman Robert Garcia has praised RuPaul Charles during a speech on the House

floor. (Twitter/@RepRobertGarcia)
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Gay Democrat Robert Garcia has
celebrated Pride Month by celebrating
drag icon RuPaul’s legacy on the US
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House floor.

On Wednesday (7 June), the representative for California’s 42nd
congressional district took to the floor to mark the start of Pride
Month “by honouring the one and only queen of drag, RuPaul”. 

“An artist, a philanthropist and a barrier-breaker. RuPaul Charles has
become an American phenomenon and an icon. Nobody has more
charisma, uniqueness, nerve and talent than Charles,” Garcia said.

Garcia went on to honour RuPaul’s career, praising accomplishments
including becoming the “first gay Black man to host his own talk
show, The RuPaul Show”. 

“He is most known, of course, for his multi-Emmy award-winning
show, RuPaul’s Drag Race,” he added.

Advertisement Remove ads

Drag

This iconic Raja joke was
cut from All Stars 7 roast
– and it made RuPaul
‘die’, Willam claims

May 19 ● 1 min read

Drag

See inside RuPaul’s wild
Beverly Hills mansion –
with disco room, Emmy
cabinet and huge drag
closet

May 17 ● 2 min read

Culture

RuPaul’s Drag Race stars
emphasise importance of
queer stories as anti-
LGBTQ+ laws sweep US

May 08 ● 2 min read

Music

Lizzo defies Tennessee
drag ban with help from
iconic RuPaul's Drag
Race alumni

Apr 23 ● 3 min read

https://www.thepinknews.com/mypinknews
https://www.thepinknews.com/2023/05/19/drag-race-raja-cut-joke-willam-rupaul-all-stars/
https://www.thepinknews.com/2023/05/17/rupaul-beverly-hills-mansion/
https://www.thepinknews.com/2023/05/08/rupauls-drag-race-jinkx-monsoon-monet-x-change-mtv-awards/
https://www.thepinknews.com/2023/04/23/lizzo-tour-tennessee-ban-drag-race-queens/


6/8/23, 11:30Gay congressman Robert Garcia honours RuPaul on House floor

Page 3 of 6https://www.thepinknews.com/2023/06/08/robert-garcia-rupaul-spe…UxfDerDC2QsiSpgKyTIBqdPikz7EyvwFm3RYfY5TuHLBI1jF2hQ6TJpBp.5gXuQ

Robert Garcia · Jun 7, 2023
@RobertGarcia · Follow
Just went on the U.S. House floor to give a speech 
about…….RuPaul.
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Garcia told The Advocate that his speech was intended as a stand
against ongoing attacks on the LGBTQ+ community from Republicans
and the far-right in the US.

He said: “Drag is an art form, and it’s also a uniquely LGBTQ, queer art
form. 
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“So to attack drag is to attack artists within our community. The same
artists, by the way, that have always stood up for the broader gay
rights movement.

“They are the same artists that have led protests led parades, fought
for marriage equality, fought for equal rights at the workplace, and
raised money during the HIV and AIDS crisis. 

“So all of these rights that we as a broader community sometimes
take for granted, at the front lines of [past] marches and the marches
we’re still in have always been drag queens and trans people.”

The Californian Democrat also praised RuPaul’s activism and
philanthropy, saying his work had been “incredible for our
community”.

Garcia, who led the charge to expel scandal-hit George Santos from
the US political system in March, paid tribute to Beyoncé in a speech
in Congress, claiming the singer is “forever the moment”. 

In the US, a raft of anti-LGBTQ+ bills have been introduced this year,
with numerous states attempting to ban drag performances.

Some of the bans have been so vaguely-worded that they could
cover pantomimes, Shakespeare performances or even Halloween
costumes.
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