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 HIDE TRANSCRIPT

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THIS CASE... CONTACT STATE POLICE (áááALICEááá) A CONTROVERSIAL DISCUSSION --
HELD INSIDE VERGENNES UNION HIGH SCHOOL TONIGHT. CAUSING SOME IN THE COMMMUNITY TO COME TOGETHER AND
PROTEST. IT WAS A DISCUSSION ON TRANS- GENDERISM. WITH A WELL- KNOWN GUEST SPEAKER. WHOSE SEX CHANGE DID
NOT WORK OUT FOR HIM. NBC 5'S TYLER BORONSKI HAS BEEN AT THE SCHOOL ALL DAY TALKING TO BOTH SIDES. TYLER...
(áááTYLERááá) (áááLIVEááá) BRIAN, ALICE - EVENT ORGANIZERS CALLED THIS AN EDUCATION SEMINAR FOR ADULTS AND
CHILDREN. WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT THE GENDER TRANSITION PROCESS. PROTESTORS VIEWED THE DISCUSSION AS A
HATEFUL ACT TOWARDS THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY. TAKING EXCEPTION TO THE LOCATION OF THIS EVENT. CROWDS AT
VERGENNES UNION HIGH SCHOOL DIVIDED WALLS OF THE BUILDING....BUT BY VIEWPOINTS. A CONTROVERSIAL DISCUSSION --
REGARDING THE REPERCUSSIONS OF COMMUNITY. ROBó0059 17:36:43:28- 17:36:59:15 <MADDIE LABREG, PROTESTOR
DURATION: 14 SECONDS, "IT'S VERY DELIBERATE THEY WANT TO SEND A MESSAGE BY HOSTING THIS TYPE OF EVENT AT A
PUBLIC SCHOOL. IT'S SHOWING THE TRANS KIDS AT OUR SCHOOL THAT THEY'RE NOT SAFE AND THEY'RE NOT ACCEPTED. WE
WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT THEY KNOW THERE'S A WHOLE COMMUNITY OUT HERE WHO LOVES AND CARES FOR THEM."> STATE
LEADERS - LIKE TREASURER MIKE PIECIAK...HERE FOR THE PROTEST. HURT TO SEE THE EVENT TAKING PLACE INSIDE THE
SCHOOL. 18:23:38:19- 18:23:53:22 <MIKE PIECIAK, VERMONT STATE TREASURER, DURATION: 15 SECONDS , "I THINK A LOT OF
YOUTH HERE VIEW THIS SCHOOL AS A PLACE WHERE THEY WANT TO FEEL SAFE, WHERE THEY GO TO GET ENCOURAGEMENT
AND EDUCATION. NOT WHERE THEY GO TO WORRY ABOUT WHO THEY ARE, SO IT WAS A LITTLE DISAPPOINTING. "> THE
SCHOOL DISTRICT'S SUPERINTENDENT SAYS THE FACILITY REQUEST WAS MADE BY A PARENT IN THE DISTRICT. IT MET THE
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BOARD'S POLICY CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL. THEY SAY IT'S ILLEGAL FOR THE DISTRICT TO DISCRIMINATE BASED ON VIEWPOINT.
THE EVENT WAS CALLED "TRANSGENDER 'CARE'- HELPFUL OR HARMFUL?". PUT ON BY PARENTS' RIGHT TO EDUCATION The
featured speaker....WALT HEYER (high-er) SPOKE about how he TRANSITIONED FROM MALE TO FEMALE IN THE 1980'S BUT
COMPLICATIONS LED HIM TO DE- TRANSITION BACK. HEYER SAYS HE GETS REGULAR MESSAGES FROM PEOPLE ALSO
REGRETTING GOING THROUGH THE TRANSITION PROCESS. ROBó0075 18:53:00:13- 18:53:26:24 <WALT HEYER, FEATURED
SPEAKER, DURATION: 26 SECONDS, "SOME OF THE MOST HEART- WRENCHING DE- TRANSITION STORIES ARE THE GIRLS THAT
TOOK HORMONES FOR YEARS AND ARE IN THE PROCESS OF DE- TRANSITIONING. THEY HAVE TONS OF BODY HAIR. THEIR
BODIES CHANGE. THEIR VOICES CHANGE. THEY ARE FAR MORE DEPRESSED AND DISTRAUGHT AFTER GOING THROUGH THIS,
BECAUSE NO ONE REALLY TOLD THEM THE CONSEQUENCES."> CLAIRE CLARK was outside. she VIEWS THESE TYPES OF
CONVERSATIONS AS MORE HARMFUL THAN GOOD. 17:25:40:12- 17:25:58:06 <CLAIRE CLARK, PROTESTOR, DURATION: 17
SECONDS, "WHAT IS CAUSING YOU TO FEEL THE NEED TO COME INTO A PUBLIC SCHOOL, GO THROUGH A LOOPHOLE, AND
HAVE THIS CONVERSATION? THE ADULTS IN THIS COMMUNITY ARE SUPPOSED TO BE THE ONES THAT PROTECT US. IT FEELS
LIKE THEY ARE THE ONES ATTACKING US. "> (áááTYLER ááá) THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S SUPERINTENDENT SHARED THAT
THEY'RE UNABLE TO ENDORSE OR CENSOR GROUPS EX
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VERGENNES, Vt. — A controversial discussion was held inside Vergennes Union High School

Tuesday night.

It was a discussion on transgenderism with a well-known guest speaker, whose sex

reassignment surgery didn't work out for him.

Advertisement

The topic and speaker led to hundreds deciding to protest outside on the school's green in

support of the LGBTQ+ community.

Event organizers called this an education seminar for adults and children with questions about

the gender transition process.

Protestors viewed the discussion as a hateful act toward the LGBTQ+ community, especially

taking exception to the location with it being held inside the school.

“It’s very deliberate they want to send a message by hosting this type of event at a public

school," said Maddie Labreg, a protestor and recent graduate of Vergennes Union High School.

"It’s showing the trans kids at our school that they’re not safe and they’re not accepted. We

want to make sure that they know there’s a whole community out here who loves and cares for

them.”

State leaders, like Treasurer Mike Pieciak, also attended the protest.
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He said it hurts seeing the event take place inside the school.

“I think a lot of youth here view this school as a place where they want to feel safe, where they

go to get encouragement and education. Not where they go to worry about who they are, so it

was a little disappointing," Pieciak said.

The school district's superintendent shared that the facility request was made by a parent in

the district. It met the board's policy criteria for approval. They said it's illegal for the district to

discriminate based on viewpoint.

The event was called "Transgender 'Care' - Helpful or Harmful?"

It was put on by Parents' Right to Education.

The featured speaker Walt Heyer spoke about how he transitioned from male to female in the

1980s.

Complications led him to de-transition back.

Heyer said he gets regular messages from people also regretting going through the transition

process.

“Some of the most heart-wrenching de-transition stories are the girls that took hormones for

years and are in the process of de-transitioning," Heyer said. "They have tons of body hair. Their

bodies change. Their voices change. They are far more depressed and distraught after going

through this, because no one really told them the consequences."
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Claire Clark, a protestor going into her junior year at Vergennes Union High School, said she

views these types of conversations as more harmful than good.

“What is causing you to feel the need to come into a public school, go through a loophole, and

have this conversation?" Clark said. "The adults in this community are supposed to be the ones

that protect us. It feels like they are the ones attacking us."
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