8/31/23, 7:12 PM Alaska education board votes to ban transgender girls from participating in girls’ sports - Anchorage Daily News

Alaska News

Q | | sections=| ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS - Politics « Opinions  LOGIN

o Talk to us

Alaska education board votes to ban transgender girls from participating in %
girls’ sports

Obituaries ¢ Games ¢ ADN Store ¢ e-Edition ¢ Sponsored Content ¢ Promotions

ADVERTISEMENT

- LOOKING FOR
LS S  SOMETHING FUN?

Education

Alaska education board votes to ban transgender
girls from participating in girls’ sports

By Iris Samuels
Updated: 3 hours ago

Published: 3 hours ago

https://www.a 1/7


https://www.adn.com/obituaries/
https://www.adn.com/games/
http://www.adnstore.com/?utm_source=adn.com&utm_medium=sidebar
https://www.adn.com/e-edition/
https://www.adn.com/sponsored-content/
https://www.adn.com/contests/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvkA6LpjZE8mqGGEwEASPytSNhdyUGVt87V5LRKYKMmDzn-zWbTpM2T6kfLf3ZnmKMoJMM_cn-zxWCbofZiDnNw_Gp9HCmwKSADa-hmT_hA8D4lXWdzMj2qbefJ0A48IwfYszVUWUrOJb5pUmdGFsA-36J2MWZF2nlnkXIsKDHv-50vubmSWN028gxgNKV4Gihb15HNeLY5laQf6EvB0pAcUq400AikGL-XW9PPOL5vRCsxWIIaLI9YyNn6tfSktNil5qlnS8npGDt-KRo0ZgNt37PZCK0zniQv8zodmE3VgqJS4Pj7tbG_tC2mtoy0celMebhX_gxC54nrnwYK2nVH1dM&sai=AMfl-YTAgZz-EGWM9zxUVg6-IOcwTWGAgb6F35mhK02YNe26xtEEg2YEPbj2xHkSbD8ez0wqstiW80gTQ56mIAT27a7bCqItcz7oFNRmkGWKiGRI6nZXlN49_rLv5RmZDb6QhhMgNrP3nWLGHDTapAsD&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCJy5QixtFuT&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://myalaskatix.com/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/education/
https://www.adn.com/author/iris-samuels
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/education/2023/08/31/alaska-education-board-votes-to-ban-transgender-girls-from-participating-in-girls-sports/
https://www.adn.com/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/
https://www.adn.com/politics/
https://www.adn.com/opinions/
https://www.adn.com/opinions/2018/11/09/we-want-your-feedback/
https://checkout.adn.com/?g2i_source=adn&g2i_medium=headerbutton&g2i_campaign=headerbutton

8/31/23, 7:12 PM Alaska education board votes to ban transgender girls from participating in girls’ sports - Anchorage Daily News

7 =

The athletic field at Begich Middle School on Saturday, Sept. 15, 2018. (Loren Holmes / ADN)

A board appointed by Gov. Mike Dunleavy decided Thursday in favor of a new
regulation that would ban transgender girls from participation in high school girls’

sports.

The decision by the state board of education came less than six months after the

board passed aresolution first indicating its members were interested in such a

policy. All seven Dunleavy-appointed board members voted in favor of the new policy,
which states that only girls whose sex assigned at birth is female will be able to

participateingirls’ sports.

The only individual to vote against the new policy during a 90-minute meeting was
the board’s student representative, Felix Myers, a junior from Sitka, who said the
policy could expose transgender students to bullying and criticized the board for
spending time on the policy rather than other issues facing the state’s education

system.

Earlier this summer, the board received hundreds of written comments from parents,
students and advocates on the topic. The input was mixed: Many, particularly from
conservative parts of the state, expressed support for the policy. But parents of
transgender children, civil rights advocates and teachers all said the policy would be

harmful to an already marginalized and small group of children.

An effort by conservative lawmakers to limit transgender children’s participation in
school sports through legislation has failed to pass in the last three consecutive

legislative sessions.
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Nearly half of U.S. states have passed laws to limit the participation of transgender
girlsin girls’ sports, part of a broader effort by Republican elected officials to limit the
rights of transgender people across the country. In numerous Republican-controlled
states, legislators have adopted laws to restrict gender affirming care for minors,
limit transgender people’s use of school bathrooms and limit what public schools can

teach about gender and sexuality.

In Alaska, no such laws have been adopted. LGBTQ+ rights advocates say that the
state constitution’s privacy clause — the same part of the constitution that protects
abortion access — could also be the basis for a legal challenge to laws and regulations

pertaining to transgender children, including the new sports regulations.

ADVERTISEMENT

It is now up to the Alaska School Activities Association to implement the new
regulations. The association oversees all high school activities in the state. Its
director, Billy Strickland, said Thursday that the regulation would likely lead the
association to create two divisions in high school sports: one for girls whose sex
assigned at birth is female, and one for all other students —including transgender

students, boys, and girls who prefer to compete alongside boys.

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District is the only onein the state that has

already adopted regulations limiting the rights of transgender kids to participationin

school sports according to the gender with which they identify.

This is a developing story. Check back for updates.

Do you have additional ideas for coverage on this topic? Do you have questions? Do

you see an error? What's missing? Are you involved in the story or affected by it and
have additional thoughts about it? Let us know here.

Do you have additional ideas for coverage on this topic? Do you have questions? Do you see an
error? Are you involved in the story or affected by it and have additional thoughts about it? Let us
know here.
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Iris Samuels

Iris Samuels is a reporter for the Anchorage Daily News focusing on state politics. She
previously covered Montana for The AP and Report for America and wrote for the Kodiak
Daily Mirror. Contact her at isamuels@adn.com.
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