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WHITE HOUSE

White House punts on 'yes or no answer' to
transgender athletes playing female sports

Press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre tells reporters it's a 'complicated' issue with 'wide range of views'

 By Kyle Morris 

Published August 29, 2023 4:43pm EDT

The White House said Tuesday that "there is no yes or no answer" when asked whether it is fair that
transgender athletes take part in sports designated for biological females — an issue the Biden
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administration labeled as a "complicated" and one that contains a "wide range of views."

The comments came after White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre was asked by Fox
Business correspondent Hillary Vaughn whether President Biden agrees with GOP presidential
candidate Nikki Haley that biological boys participating in female sports is the "women's issue of our
time" and whether he believes the matter is a "women's rights issue."

"So, we've talked about this many times. This is the Title [IX], specifically. Look, and again, we've
talked about this multiple times. It's a complicated issue, and there are a wide range of views on this.
The Department of Education proposed a rule, as you know, that gives schools the flexibility to
establish their own athletics policies, and so while establishing guardrails, right, to prevent
discrimination against transgender kids," Jean-Pierre said. "That is something that is incredibly
important, that the president wants to make sure that we also do that as well. So, I'm just not going
to get ahead of that."

MOST AMERICANS BELIEVE TRANS ATHLETES SHOULD COMPETE AGAINST THOSE WITH SAME
BIOLOGICAL GENDER: POLL

White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks during the daily press briefing at the White House on Aug. 29, 2023. (Win
McNamee / Getty Images)

Pushing her on the subject by reminding Jean-Pierre of the president's granddaughters, Vaughn
asked if Biden cares whether "girls are allowed to compete in sports without fear of injury" or whether
he believes it's "fair for girls to have to compete against biological males."
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Refusing to comment on whether Biden believes the issue is about fairness for biological females,
Jean-Pierre put emphasis on the fact that the administration aims to "prevent discrimination" against
transgender kids.

"I just answered the question. It is a complicated issue. It is truly a complicated issue with a wide
range of views, a wide range of views. There is no yes or no answer to this. It is complicated. There's
a rule that the Department of Education has put forward, and we're going to let that process move
forward," Jean-Pierre said. "Again, we want to make sure that while we establish guardrails with this
rule that we also prevent discrimination as well against transgender kids. But again, a complicated
issue with a wide range of views, and we respect that."

Jean-Pierre's comments about the matter being a "complicated issue" mirrored similar remarks she
made in June when she accused a reporter of characterizing transgender people as "dangerous"
during a line of questioning about the safety concerns surrounding the participation of transgender
athletes in women's sports.

Jean-Pierre's comments at the time came after EWTN White House correspondent Owen Jensen
asked her about the mounting concerns among parents of female athletes who are being forced to
compete against biologically male competitors.

Jensen began his question by reading aloud a tweet from Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Ala., who wrote
that allowing biological males to compete in women's sports is "unfair, unsafe and wrong." He also
cited a letter signed by 72 "elite female athletes" who argued that forcing them to compete against
biological males is "not only unfair, but discriminatory and illegal."
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President Biden speaks in Auburn, Maine, on July 28, 2023. (Brendan Smialowski / AFP via Getty Images)

KJP CLAIMS IT IS 'DANGEROUS' TO QUESTION SAFETY OF FEMALE ATHLETES COMPETING
AGAINST MALES IN TESTY EXCHANGE

"What would the president say to parents out there who have daughters, let's say in high school, for
example, who are worried that their daughter may have to compete against a male, a person born
male, and they could be a direct and physically athletic competition, and worry about their daughter's
safety?" he continued.

Referring to the issue as "complicated" earlier on in the press briefing at the time, Jean-Pierre accused
the reporter of characterizing transgender athletes as "dangerous."

"What you're alluding to is basically saying that transgender kids are dangerous. ... It sounds like
that's what you're saying," she said.

Jensen tried to push back against the assertion, interjecting, "I didn't say that. This is strictly a safety
question."

"Well, you're saying that their safety is at risk," Jean-Pierre responded. "You're laying out a kind of
broad example or explanation of what could be potentially happening. That is dangerous. That is a
dangerous thing to say that essentially transgender kids are dangerous."

"And so that’s something that I have to call out. That is irresponsible," she continued. "I had just laid
out how complicated this issue is. I had just laid out why it’s complicated, and so anything that you
have any additional questions, I refer you to the Department of Education. I’m going to move on."
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The U.S. Department of Education building in Washington, D.C. (Stefani Reynolds / AFP via Getty Images / File)

Transgender participation in sports has become a flashpoint in the sports world and in the political
arena as women sports advocates cite unfair biological advantages that help males dominate their
female competitors. The issue has also raised safety concerns among parents of female athletes,
who fear their children could sustain lasting physical injuries if forced to compete against stronger
biological males.

CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APP

In April, the Biden administration proposed new Title IX regulations on transgender people in schools.
Under the department’s proposed rule, no school or college that receives federal funding would be
allowed to impose a "one-size-fits-all" policy that categorically bans transgender students from
playing on sports teams consistent with their gender identity. Such policies would be considered a
violation of Title IX.

Fox News' Yael Halon and Ryan Gaydos contributed to this report.

Kyle Morris covers politics for Fox News. Story tips can be sent to kyle.morris@fox.com and on Twitter:
@RealKyleMorris.

PROGRAMMING ALERT

FOX Weather has the latest coverage of Hurricane Idalia as Florida braces
for catastrophic impacts
Want to get these alerts sent to you directly? Click here.

×

https://www.foxnews.com/apps-products?pid=AppArticleLink
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-admin-releases-new-title-ix-regulations-transgender-issues-schools
mailto:Kyle.Morris@fox.com
https://twitter.com/realkylemorris
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletters


8/29/23, 3:50 PM White House punts on 'yes or no answer' to transgender athletes playing female sports | Fox News

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/white-house-punts-yes-or-no-answer-transgender-athletes-playing-female-sports 6/9

PROGRAMMING ALERT

FOX Weather has the latest coverage of Hurricane Idalia as Florida braces
for catastrophic impacts
Want to get these alerts sent to you directly? Click here.

×

https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletters


8/29/23, 3:50 PM White House punts on 'yes or no answer' to transgender athletes playing female sports | Fox News

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/white-house-punts-yes-or-no-answer-transgender-athletes-playing-female-sports 7/9

U.S.
Crime

Military

Education

Terror

Immigration

Economy

Personal Freedoms

Fox News Investigates

World
U.N.

Conflicts

Terrorism

Disasters

Global Economy

Environment

Religion

Scandals

Opinion Politics
Executive

Senate

House

Judiciary

Foreign Policy

Polls

Elections

PROGRAMMING ALERT

FOX Weather has the latest coverage of Hurricane Idalia as Florida braces
for catastrophic impacts
Want to get these alerts sent to you directly? Click here.

×

https://www.foxnews.com/us
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/crime
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/military
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/education
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/terror
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/immigration
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/economy
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/personal-freedoms
https://www.foxnews.com/category/news-events/fox-news-investigates
https://www.foxnews.com/world
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/united-nations
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/conflicts
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/terrorism
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/disasters
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/global-economy
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/environment
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/religion
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/scandals
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion
https://www.foxnews.com/politics
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/executive
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/senate
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/house-of-representatives
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/judiciary
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/foreign-policy
https://www.foxnews.com/official-polls
https://www.foxnews.com/elections
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletters


8/29/23, 3:50 PM White House punts on 'yes or no answer' to transgender athletes playing female sports | Fox News

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/white-house-punts-yes-or-no-answer-transgender-athletes-playing-female-sports 8/9

Entertainment
Celebrity News

Movies

TV News

Music News

Style News

Entertainment Video

Business
Personal Finance

Economy

Markets

Watchlist

Lifestyle

Real Estate

Tech

Lifestyle
Food + Drink

Cars + Trucks

Travel + Outdoors

House + Home

Fitness + Well-being

Style + Beauty

Family

Faith

Science
Archaeology

Air & Space

Planet Earth

Wild Nature

Natural Science

Dinosaurs

Tech
Security

Innovation

Drones

Computers

Video Games

Military Tech

Health
Coronavirus

Healthy Living

Medical Research

Mental Health

Cancer

Heart Health

Children's Health

PROGRAMMING ALERT

FOX Weather has the latest coverage of Hurricane Idalia as Florida braces
for catastrophic impacts
Want to get these alerts sent to you directly? Click here.

×

https://www.foxnews.com/entertainment
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/celebrity-news
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/movies
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/tv
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/music
https://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/style
https://www.foxnews.com/video/topics/entertainment
https://www.foxbusiness.com/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/personal-finance
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy
https://www.foxbusiness.com/markets
https://www.foxbusiness.com/watchlist
https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle
https://www.foxbusiness.com/real-estate
https://www.foxbusiness.com/technology
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle
https://www.foxnews.com/food-drink
https://www.foxnews.com/auto
https://www.foxnews.com/travel
https://www.foxnews.com/category/real-estate
https://www.foxnews.com/category/fitness-and-wellbeing
https://www.foxnews.com/category/style-and-beauty
https://www.foxnews.com/family
https://www.foxnews.com/category/faith-values/faith
https://www.foxnews.com/science
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/archaeology
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/air-and-space
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/planet-earth
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/wild-nature
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/natural-science
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/archaeology/dinosaurs
https://www.foxnews.com/tech
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/security
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/innovation
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/technologies/drones
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/computers
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/video-games
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/military-tech
https://www.foxnews.com/health
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/infectious-disease/coronavirus
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/healthy-living
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/medical-research
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/mental-health
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/cancer
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/heart-health
https://www.foxnews.com/category/health/healthy-living/childrens-health
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletters


8/29/23, 3:50 PM White House punts on 'yes or no answer' to transgender athletes playing female sports | Fox News

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/white-house-punts-yes-or-no-answer-transgender-athletes-playing-female-sports 9/9

     

This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. ©2023 FOX News Network, LLC. All rights

reserved. Quotes displayed in real-time or delayed by at least 15 minutes. Market data provided by Factset. Powered

and implemented by FactSet Digital Solutions. Legal Statement. Mutual Fund and ETF data provided by Refinitiv Lipper.

TV
Shows

Personalities

Watch Live

Full Episodes

Show Clips

News Clips

About
Contact Us

Careers

Fox Around the World

Advertise With Us

Media Relations

Corporate Information

Compliance

Other
Fox Business

Fox Weather

Fox Nation

Women's World Cup 2023

Fox News Shop

Fox News Go

Fox News Radio

Outkick

Newsletters

Podcasts

Apps & Products

New Terms of Use New Privacy Policy Your Privacy Choices Closed Captioning Policy Help Contact Us
Accessibility Statement

PROGRAMMING ALERT

FOX Weather has the latest coverage of Hurricane Idalia as Florida braces
for catastrophic impacts
Want to get these alerts sent to you directly? Click here.

×

https://www.factset.com/
https://www.factset.com/solutions/business-needs/digital-solutions
https://www.factset.com/privacy
https://lipperalpha.refinitiv.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/shows
https://www.foxnews.com/shows
https://www.foxnews.com/person/personalities
https://www.foxnews.com/video/5614615980001
https://www.foxnews.com/video/shows
https://www.foxnews.com/video/topics/v-most-recent-episodes
https://www.foxnews.com/video/topics/latest-news-video
https://www.foxnews.com/about
https://www.foxnews.com/contact
https://foxcareers.com/Search/SearchResults?brand=Fox%20News%20Careers
https://www.foxnews.com/story/where-in-the-world-is-fox
mailto:adsales@foxnews.com?subject=Advertising%20Inquiry
https://press.foxnews.com/media-contacts/
https://press.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/compliance
https://www.foxbusiness.com/
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/shows/fox-nation
https://www.foxsports.com/soccer/2023-fifa-womens-world-cup
https://shop.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/go
https://radio.foxnews.com/
https://www.outkick.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletters
https://radio.foxnews.com/podcast/
https://www.foxnews.com/apps-products
https://www.facebook.com/FoxNews
https://twitter.com/foxnews
https://www.instagram.com/foxnews
https://www.youtube.com/FoxNewsChannel
https://flipboard.com/@FoxNews
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fox-news-channel/
https://foxnews.slack.com/apps/A013AUF6VMG-fox-news
https://www.foxnews.com/story/foxnews-com-rss-feeds
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletters
https://open.spotify.com/show/7A4YfyFtNOZhqMV7F3kYVu
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/256-the-fox-news-rundown-31090295/
https://www.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/terms-of-use
https://www.foxnews.com/privacy-policy
http://privacy.foxnews.com/main/web/main
https://www.foxnews.com/closed-captioning
https://help.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/contact
https://www.foxnews.com/accessibility-statement
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxweather.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletters

