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In her lawsuit, Makyyla Holland allegedly said that she was put into solitary confinement
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Alleging widespread discrimination and
abuse during her incarceration, Makyyla Get campus news delivered
Holland's settlement includes a county straight to your inbox.

policy to protect LGBTI individuals.
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transgender madividuals across New YOrk state.

In 2021, Holland was held for six weeks in the
Broome County Jail, during which she alleged
that she was housed with men, denied access to
her medication and beaten when she refused to
take off her clothes in front of male guards. In
response, she filed a lawsuit against Broome
County, former Broome County Sheriff David
Harder and multiple other individuals allegedly
involved in her mistreatment. Along with a case
filed by Jena Faith — a transgender woman in
Steuben County, New York who faced similar
circumstances when she was placed in a men’s
jail — Holland’s case could support the passage
of state legislation to protect the rights of
incarcerated transgender, gender
nonconforming, nonbinary and intersex
(TGNCNBI) individuals.

According to a press release by the New York
Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU), Holland was
asked to strip in front of male officers upon
entering the jail and was assaulted when she
refused.This strip search was later ruled illegal.
Additionally, jail officials allegedly did not
provide her with the hygiene products and
clothing typically given to incarcerated women
and housed her in a men’s facility and placed

her in isolated confinement. She was also

%Oill\m ARTS & CULTURE

RECENT NEWS

COMMUNITY

Dick’s House of Sport opens in newly
renovated Oakdale Commons

COMMUNITY

Vestal Parkway bike path completed,
University to restore bike-share
program

SCIENCE & RESEARCH

BU, UHS partner to bring $2.6 million
MRI scanner to Vestal

CAMPUSNEWS
University afinalist to win another
$160 million in new battery funding

COMMUNITY

LUMA organizers launch ‘Keep LUMA
Free’ campaign ahead of festival'’s
return to Binghamton

X

Get campus news delivered
straight to your inbox.

https://www.bupipedream.com/ac/community-ac/139360/transgender-activist-makyyla-holland-wins-settlement-against-broome-co...  2/5


https://www.bupipedream.com/news/community/139396/dicks-house-of-sport-opens-in-newly-renovated-oakdale-commons/
https://www.bupipedream.com/news/community/139387/vestal-parkway-bike-path-completed-university-to-restore-bike-share-program/
https://www.bupipedream.com/news/community/139380/bu-uhs-partner-to-bring-2-6-million-mri-scanner-to-vestal/
https://www.bupipedream.com/news/campus-news/139224/university-a-finalist-to-win-another-160-million-in-new-battery-funding/
https://www.bupipedream.com/news/139214/luma-organizers-launch-keep-luma-free-campaign-ahead-of-festivals-return-to-binghamton/
https://www.facebook.com/BUPipeDream
https://twitter.com/bupipedream
https://instagram.com/bupipedream
https://www.bupipedream.com/about
https://www.bupipedream.com/about#join
https://www.bupipedream.com/about#contact
https://www.bupipedream.com/advertise
https://www.bupipedream.com/donate
https://issuu.com/pipedream/docs
https://www.bupipedream.com/news/
https://www.bupipedream.com/sports/
https://www.bupipedream.com/opinions/
https://www.bupipedream.com/ac/

8/30/23, 9:38 PM Transgender activist Makyyla Holland wins settlement against Broome County Jail - Pipe Dream

ABOUT JOIN CONTACT ADVERTISE DONATE READ THE PRINT ISSUE

%Oill\m ARTS & CULTURE

a survey by the Bureau of Justice Statistics that
spanned four years, the rate of violent
victimization was 2.5 times higher for people
who identified as transgender compared to
those who identified as cisgender in individuals
aged 16 and over. A 2021 survey of transgender
and nonbinary people incarcerated in New York
state indicated that 80 percent of respondents
experienced violence from a corrections officer.
This survey also showed that all respondents
who identified as women were held in men’s
prisons and 63 percent of respondents said they
were denied medical care specific to their

gender identity.

“I was humiliated by Broome County Jail staff
because I am a transgender woman,” Holland
said in an NYCLU press release. “I was harassed,
mocked, misgendered and worse — jail staff
strip-searched me, beat me up, placed me in the
male section of the jail and withheld my
hormones for a period of time, forcing me to go

into agonizing withdrawal.”

In her 2022 lawsuit, Holland was represented
X

by the NYCLU, the Transgender Legal Defense & Get campus news delivered

Education Fund (TLDEF) and pro bono counsel straight to your inbox.

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP.

As part of the settlement, Holland was awarded

$160,000 and included a new Broome County
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The NYCLU is also currently attempting to pass
the Gender Identity Respect, Dignity, and Safety
Act through the State Legislature. The
legislation would institute protections for
TGNCNBI people in New York state, including
the usage of their preferred name and
pronouns, housing consistent with their gender
identity, access to clothing and toiletry items
consistent with a person’s gender identity and a

30-day limit on involuntary protective custody.

Aidan Braun, the Q Center coordinator,
emphasized the importance of legislation that

protects transgender individuals.

“There’s an opportunity here for New York state
to show that we’re going to support these
individuals,” Braun said. “It’s disheartening how
many [transgender] people of color end up in
jail for simply existing. I hope New York
continues to move in the right direction to
protect [transgender] individuals, especially
during this time when so many [transgender]
people’s lives are being treated like political

pawns. I know that [New York] Gov. Hochul

X
Get campus news delivered
November, but she should also put her money straight to your inbox.

declared [Transgender] Awareness month in

where her mouth is, in a sense, with more

material support like legislation.”
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