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This trans woman was begging on India’s streets. A
donated electric rickshaw changed her life

SIBI ARASU
Wed, August 30,2023 at 6:47 PM PDT - 5 min read |1, oo

1/19
India Electric Vehicles A Life Transformed

Preethi, a 38-year-old transgender woman who uses only her first name, stands next to her electric
auto rickshaw as she speaks to The Associated Press in Bengaluru, India, Monday, July 10, 20: ... More

BENGALURU, India (AP) — When Preethi moved to Bengaluru in southern
India 10 years ago after being kicked out of her family home for being

transgender, she hoped for a better future.

But 38-year-old Preethi, who only uses her first name, couldn't get
consistent work. For most of the decade, her main way of making money
was begging on the city's streets, making her susceptible to abuse and

violent crime. “I just didn't want that kind of life anymore,” she recalls.

Then in March last year, she got a chance to turn things around. She got
the keys to her very own electric rickshaw, using it to make a living by

transporting passengers around Bengaluru's clogged roads. She's now
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backgrounds, known as a “just transition.” Electric vehicles sales are
skyrocketing, and experts say it’s crucial that everyone benefits from
these big moves toward clean energy. While EV donations are rare,
analysts say electric vehicle companies and government programs can
also lift up those with lower incomes, through training, jobs and

affordable transport.

The charity that donated Preethi's EV, Shishu Mandir, received donations
to give a number of smaller electric vehicles to women and nonbinary

people to use as a ride-hailing service.

The organization asked Preethi if shed be interested and when she said
she was, the team provided her training, got her the license and

registered the electric rickshaw in her name.

“We wanted this program to have the twin benefits of reducing pollution
while also empowering women and transgender people,” said C. Anand,

the organization's secretary.

Since March last year, the charity has donated 17 electric rickshaws and is
preparing to donate five more within the next two months, as well as

providing training and licenses to the people offered them.

"Upskilling of local communities to make them eligible for the jobs clean
energy offers is crucial” for a just transition, said N.C. Thirumalai, sector
head, strategic studies at the Bengaluru-based think tank Center for

Study of Science, Technology and Policy.

He said federal job training plans, such as the Skill India program, can be
pivoted to ready workers for clean energy jobs. People across the auto

industry for example — from manufacturers to mechanics — have to be
retrained. “If we don't do this, we risk leaving many millions behind,” he

said.

After Preethi completed her training, starting work brought a mix of fear
and excitement. Those worries soon subsided after some positive initial

experiences.

“I don't remember much about the customers but the first few | ferried
were all supportive,” said Preethi, adding that many of the customers

said they were happy to see a trans person driving the electric rickshaw.

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trans-woman-begging-india-streets-014730160.html 2/7


https://www.yahoo.com/
https://apnews.com/article/electric-vehicles-india-boom-rickshaws-55e7ed315fc41d0ba56461386ad44a4b
https://admin.skillindiadigital.gov.in/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle
https://search.yahoo.com/search/
https://shopping.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/plus
https://www.yahoo.com/everything/
https://mobile.yahoo.com/news
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=news&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Ftrans-woman-begging-india-streets-014730160.html&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/us/
https://news.yahoo.com/politics/
https://news.yahoo.com/world/
https://news.yahoo.com/coronavirus/
https://news.yahoo.com/tagged/climate-change/
https://news.yahoo.com/health/
https://news.yahoo.com/science/
https://news.yahoo.com/

8/30/23, 7:03 PM This trans woman was begging on India’s streets. A donated electric rickshaw changed her life

A HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SEARCH SHOPPING D¥ AMO0I PildlS hoo NevMORE..>

yahoo/news mai

News us Politics World COVID-19 Climate Change Health Science

customers benefit too, she said.

“I have regular customers who range from vegetable vendors to mothers X
in my neighborhood who prefer to send their daughters to schools and

colleges with me,” said Preethi.

She now earns up to 2,000 rupees ($24) a day and has small overhead
costs since she doesn’t have to pay for gas and there’s little maintenance.

One charge lets her ride for more than 90 kilometers (56 miles), she said.

But “more than money, it is about the respect | get in society now,’
Preethi said. “I am my own master. Work is hard but it provides steady

returns.

Helena Christina, 35, who lives in Bengaluru and is the sole breadwinner
for a family of nine, also received an EV through a donation from Shishu
Mandir. She fled an abusive marriage, and though she found some work
cleaning people's homes, she couldn't earn enough to support her large

family.

Christina said the electric rickshaw is the only thing standing between her
family and extreme poverty. “I work more than 10 hours every day but |
don’'t mind since my children, parents and extended family depend on

me,” she said.

Experts say charities play a very small role in a just transition, and
Preethi's and Christina's experiences need to be replicated by large

corporations and government programs.

“Everyone needs to be on board for the clean energy transition to
benefit all Indians,” said Thirumalai. While India’s federal government
programs and subsidies are playing a role in making EVs affordable, “the
private sector can definitely do more so the benefit of the transition is

more wide-reaching.”

He suggested companies invest in training for people living near their EV
factories so they can be employed, and for firms to price EVs

competitively so they're affordable to more people.

Preethi said she wants to see more people take up electric vehicles,

particularly other transgender women. Meanwhile, she's hoping to be able
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Follow Sibi Arasu on Twitter at @sibi123

Associated Press climate and environmental coverage receives support
from several private foundations. See more about AP’s climate initiative

here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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ol Yahoo Sports

Nebraska volleyball sets world record for attendance at women's sporting event
The Huskers sold out their entire football stadium.

Tm ago

Engadget

Google is pushing its Al-powered search on India and Japan next
Google announced Wednesday that its Ai-empowered SGE program is expanding into both the
Japanese and Indian marketplaces.

2hago

Yahoo Life Shopping

5 best heated coffee mugs of 2023, to keep your drink at the perfect temperature
Cold coffee bites. (Well, unless it's cold brew.) These cups keep the heat flowing from first sip to last.

22m ago

TechCrunch

Feds investigate Tesla's use of funds for secret 'glass house' project

Manhattan federal prosecutors and the Securities and Exchange Commission are separately
investigating the use of Tesla funds to bankroll a secret project that is described internally as a glass
house for CEO Elon Musk, according to a report from the Wall Street Journal that cites people famili...

1h ago

Yahoo Sports

Nashville SC holds Inter Miami to first scoreless draw in the Lionel Messi era
Inter Miami and Nashville SC tied 0-0 in their MLS match in South Florida on Wednesday night.
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A sswew B0 \-:i Yahoo Life
& Y@y % %ﬁﬁ“@%ﬁ@% \\d"ﬁ UNC's student newspaper featured text messages sent during campus shooting. The
\ = = paper's staff shares story behind emotional cover.

The cover of the UNC Chapel Hill newspaper "The Daily Tar Heel" made headlines this week. Here's
why.

2hago

Yahoo Life

HPV is the most common STl in the U.S. Why aren't men regularly screened for it?
Nearly 1in 3 men have at least one type of HPV. But the burden of screening for this widespread STI
is on women. Experts explain why.

3hago

In The Know by Yahoo

New Yorker gives renter-friendly hacks to improve apartment aesthetic: ‘It’s giving
You’ve Got Mail vibes’

This content creator is showing how she enhances the interior design of her rent-stabilized
apartment in the Upper West Side. The post New Yorker gives renter-friendly hacks to improve
apartment aesthetic: ‘It’s giving You've Got Mail vibes’ appeared first on In The Know.

2hago

Yahoo Sports

Spread Options: College football Week 1 picks against the spread
College football is here, and Week 1 will bring us action from Thursday all the way through Monday.

3hago

Yahoo Celebrity

Explaining 'The Bachelorette' death hoax — and what Josh Seiter said when he was
accused of being the one behind it

The latest victim of a celebrity death hoax is one of Kaitlyn Bristowe's suitors from "The
Bachelorette."

2hago

TechCrunch

TechCrunch interview: ‘Palo Alto’ author Malcolm Harris

Most of the tenets that helped capitalism take root and thrive in California two centuries ago are still
in place today. The Golden State didn't invent venture capital, incubators for young talent or higher
education partnerships, but just like chardonnay and cannabis, these are concepts we improved upon...

3hago

In The Know by Yahoo

Woman shares ‘the best hack ever for home decor’: ‘Il truly hate to be braggadocious’
We give you: The Power of Copy and Paste. The post Woman shares ‘the best hack ever for home decor’: ‘I truly hate to be braggadocious’
appeared first on In The Know.
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Yahoo Sports

With QB situation unsettled, Alabama finally feels more uncertain under Nick Saban
Alabama has been college football's constant during Saban's tenure, the immovable object atop the
sport. This season has a different vibe.

4h ago

Yahoo Celebrity

Nick Carter denies raping a 15-year-old in 2003 as he's sued by 3rd woman: A look at
the lawsuits

Nick Carter has been sued by a woman who claims she was raped by the Backstreet Boys singer 20
years ago. It's the third sexual assault lawsuit he faces.
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In The Know by Yahoo

Woman accuses Vans of throwing bags of torn shoes onto the street in Philadelphia
TikTokers react to damaged goods being thrown in the street. The post Woman accuses Vans of
throwing bags of torn shoes onto the street in Philadelphia appeared first on In The Know.
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Autoblog

Alfa Romeo 33 Stradale is a fast Alfa, developed fast; we talk to an Alfa exec for
details

Speaking with Alfa Romeo's North American Senior Vice President, we learn that the 33 Stradale is
more than just a Maserati MC20 clone
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Yahoo Life Shopping

I shop for a living, and this is what I’'m eyeing from the Nordstrom Labor Day sale
Favorites from Tory Burch, Spanx, Adidas, Casper and more are up to 60% off. Add to cart now before
someone else does!

4h ago

Engadget

Sennheiser's Ambeo Soundbar Mini crams 3D audio in a Beam-like design
Sennheiser has packed its impressively immersive Ambeo technology in a soundbar that's similar in size
to the Sonos Beam, but it costs nearly twice as much.
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