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transgender sorority member accused of acting inappropriately towards other
female members recently scored a legal victory.

On Friday, a federal judge in Wyoming dismissed a lawsuit that was brought by members of
the Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority at the University of Wyoming attempting to have a
transgender woman removed from the Greek life organization.

The dismissal by the judge comes shortly after members of the sorority the lawsuit against
the the Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority and the transgender member, identified as Artemis
Langford, saying that her membership should be voided over her gender.

In March, members of the Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority filed the lawsuit against the
organization and Langford saying that Langford is a man and that "Kappa Kappa Gamma
limits membership to women only. Under the Sorority's Bylaws, every new member must be
'a woman.'...A woman is an adult human female. An adult human male is not a woman, no
matter how he chooses to describe himself."
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Over the past several months, transgender rights have remained a topic of conversation,
with much controversy surrounding the idea of transgender women competing in female
sports. In July, a non-binary individual was removed from a sorority at St. Lawrence
University, prompting widespread criticism and discussion if the individual should be
reinstated.

The Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority house at University of Wyoming in Laramie. A judge in
Wyoming dismissed a lawsuit that sought to remove a transgender woman from a sorority at the
University of Wyoming.
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The lawsuit went on to state that Langford was admitted to the sorority through its council
president and a vote from other members. However, after Langford was admitted to the
sorority, many members said they felt unconformable by Langford's behavior.

"Langford states that he is transgender and that he self-identifies as a woman. His behavior,
however, does not reflect a man living as a woman let alone a man attempting to
"consistently live" as a woman," the complaint said. "Other than occasionally wearing
women's clothing, Langford makes little effort to resemble a woman. He has not undergone
treatments to create a more feminine appearance, such as female hormones, feminization
surgery, or laser hair removal. Plaintiffs often observe Langford with the facial hair one
would expect on a man who either did not shave that morning or whose facial hair has
regrown by the evening."

SIGN UP FOR NEWSWEEK’S DAILY HEADLINES >

The complaint also states that some members of the sorority felt uncomfortable by
Langford's behavior on several occasions and accused Langford of staring at women and
having "an erection visible through his leggings."

Additionally, the members of the sorority also alleged in the complaint that Langford stared
at a woman in the sorority while she was changing and said that "Langford had become
sexually aroused."

Despite the claims made by the sorority members, a federal judge ruled against the
attempts to have Langford's membership voided from the Kappa Kappa Gamma chapter at
the University of Wyoming.

"The University of Wyoming chapter voted to admit - and, more broadly, a sorority of
hundreds of thousands approved - Langford. With its inquiry beginning and ending there, the
Court will not define "woman" today. The delegate of a private, voluntary organization
interpreted "woman", otherwise undefined in the nonprofit's bylaws, expansively; this Judge
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may not invade Kappa Kappa Gamma's freedom of expressive association and inject the
circumscribed definition Plaintiffs urge," the judge said. "Holding that Plaintiffs fail to
plausibly allege their derivative, breach of contract, tortious interference, and direct claims,
the Court dismisses, without prejudice, Plaintiffs' causes of action."

In a statement to WyoFile, a lawyer for Langford responded to the dismissal saying, "We are
elated that the Court saw the allegations against Ms. Langford our way: as unsubstantiated
and unbefitting of a federal court. As Ms. Langford outlined in her Motion to Dismiss, the
allegations against her were largely unrelated to any legal claims the plaintiffs raised."

"Ms. Langford can now return to campus and focus on being a student rather than having to
worry about potentially defending herself against bogus claims," the statement added.

A lawyer for the members of the sorority who filed the lawsuit told Newsweek in a
statement that "The Court's opinion reflects an idea that the Plaintiffs cannot agree with.
Women's rights do mean something. Women have a biological reality that deserves to be
protected and recognized and we will continue to fight for that right just as women
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suffragists for decades have been told that their bodies, opinions, and safety doesn't matter.
The Court stated it would not define what a 'woman' is. The fundamental issue has
remained undecided."

Newsweek reached out to lawyers for Langford, the sorority members and the Kappa
Kappa Gamma sorority via email for comment.

REQUEST REP RINT &  LICENSING , SUBMIT CORRECTION  OR VIEW EDITORIAL GUIDELINES

https://www.newsweek.com/the-debate
https://www.newsweek.com/real-message-rich-men-north-richmond-its-not-left-v-right-its-elites-v-masses-opinion-1822807
https://www.newsweek.com/contact
https://www.newsweek.com/editorial-guidelines
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


8/28/23, 10:59 AM Judge Sides With Trans Sorority Member Accused of Inappropriate Erection

https://www.newsweek.com/judge-sides-trans-sorority-member-accused-inappropriate-erection-1822852 7/14

VS

I Grew Up on Food Stamps. Oliver Anthony Is Punching Down
By Cyrus Coron

Opinion

Oliver Anthony Represents the Unity of the American Working Class

By Noah Khrachvik

I Grew Up on Food Stamps. Oliver Anthony Is Punching Down

By Cyrus Coron

Could We Transform America Into a Science-Industrial Complex?

By Zoltan Istvan

Sixty Years Later, We Can Make King's Dream a Reality

By Dedrick Asante-muhammad And Chuck Collins

It Was Dr. King Who Made America the Nation Promised at Our Founding

By David Brog

Dr. King's Legacy Isn't Just Racial But Economic. We Have a Long Way to Go

By Taifa Smith Butler

https://www.newsweek.com/real-message-rich-men-north-richmond-its-not-left-v-right-its-elites-v-masses-opinion-1822807
https://www.newsweek.com/i-grew-food-stamps-oliver-anthony-punching-down-opinion-1822810
https://www.newsweek.com/i-grew-food-stamps-oliver-anthony-punching-down-opinion-1822810
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/cyrus-tharpe
https://www.newsweek.com/opinion
https://www.newsweek.com/real-message-rich-men-north-richmond-its-not-left-v-right-its-elites-v-masses-opinion-1822807
https://www.newsweek.com/i-grew-food-stamps-oliver-anthony-punching-down-opinion-1822810
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/cyrus-tharpe
https://www.newsweek.com/could-we-transform-america-military-industrial-complex-science-industrial-complex-opinion-1821720
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/zoltan-istvan
https://www.newsweek.com/sixty-years-later-we-can-make-kings-dream-reality-opinion-1822588
https://www.newsweek.com/it-was-dr-king-who-made-america-nation-promised-our-founding-opinion-1822469
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/david-brog
https://www.newsweek.com/dr-kings-legacy-isnt-just-racial-economic-we-have-long-way-go-opinion-1822471
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


8/28/23, 10:59 AM Judge Sides With Trans Sorority Member Accused of Inappropriate Erection

https://www.newsweek.com/judge-sides-trans-sorority-member-accused-inappropriate-erection-1822852 8/14

GET THE BEST OF
NEWSWEEK VIA EMAIL

Email address

To Formerly Incarcerated Folks Like Me, Trump Has Even More Street Cred
Now

By Craig Scott

The Current EV Transition Isn't As Sustainable as You Think

By R. Scott Bailey

Reassessing Obama's Syria Red Line Ten Years Later

By Daniel R. Depetris

The Paths Forward for the GOP Presidential Field

By Josh Hammer

Trump's Indictments, Alabama's Racist Gerrymandering Prove We Must March
On

By Praveen Fernandes

The Winner of the GOP Debate Was Donald Trump

By Claston Bernard

https://www.newsweek.com/trump-released-me-prison-under-first-step-act-he-has-even-more-street-cred-now-opinion-1822458
https://www.newsweek.com/current-ev-transition-isnt-sustainable-you-think-opinion-1821697
https://www.newsweek.com/reassessing-obamas-syria-red-line-ten-years-later-opinion-1822332
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/daniel-depetris
https://www.newsweek.com/paths-forward-gop-presidential-field-opinion-1822345
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/josh-hammer
https://www.newsweek.com/trumps-indictments-alabamas-racist-gerrymandering-prove-we-must-march-opinion-1822239
https://www.newsweek.com/winner-gop-debate-was-donald-trump-opinion-1822187
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


8/28/23, 10:59 AM Judge Sides With Trans Sorority Member Accused of Inappropriate Erection

https://www.newsweek.com/judge-sides-trans-sorority-member-accused-inappropriate-erection-1822852 9/14

Editor's Picks

https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


8/28/23, 10:59 AM Judge Sides With Trans Sorority Member Accused of Inappropriate Erection

https://www.newsweek.com/judge-sides-trans-sorority-member-accused-inappropriate-erection-1822852 10/14

Donald Trump May Have Just Messed Up
Trump's 2024 campaign saw its lowest level of support since June 2022. Pollsters told Newsweek the
blow is likely from his decision to skip last week's debate.

By Katherine Fung
3 MIN READ

https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-lowest-level-support-2024-campaign-poll-1822815
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-lowest-level-support-2024-campaign-poll-1822815
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/katherine-fung
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


8/28/23, 10:59 AM Judge Sides With Trans Sorority Member Accused of Inappropriate Erection

https://www.newsweek.com/judge-sides-trans-sorority-member-accused-inappropriate-erection-1822852 11/14

Ramaswamy Contrasts Coverage of Jacksonville, Nashville
Shooting Manifestos
The Republican presidential hopeful said he doesn't think the shooting in Jacksonville should be
politicized.

By Khaleda Rahman
3 MIN READ

Premium Subscription Digital + Monthly (Ad Free Trial)

https://www.newsweek.com/ramaswamy-jacksonville-nashville-shooting-manifestos-coverage-1822794
https://www.newsweek.com/ramaswamy-jacksonville-nashville-shooting-manifestos-coverage-1822794
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/khaleda-rahman
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


8/28/23, 10:59 AM Judge Sides With Trans Sorority Member Accused of Inappropriate Erection

https://www.newsweek.com/judge-sides-trans-sorority-member-accused-inappropriate-erection-1822852 12/14

U.S. World

Tech & Science Culture

Autos Rankings

Health Opinion

Experts Better Planet

SUBSCRIBE NOW

✓ Newsweek magazine delivered to your door

✓ Unlimited access to Newsweek.com

✓ Ad free Newsweek.com experience

✓ iOS and Android app access

✓ All newsletters + podcasts

https://www.facebook.com/Newsweek
https://twitter.com/Newsweek
https://www.instagram.com/newsweek/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newsweek
https://www.newsweek.com/us
https://www.newsweek.com/world
https://www.newsweek.com/tech-science
https://www.newsweek.com/culture
https://www.newsweek.com/autos
https://www.newsweek.com/rankings
https://www.newsweek.com/health
https://www.newsweek.com/opinion
https://www.newsweek.com/experts
https://www.newsweek.com/better-planet
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/1
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


8/28/23, 10:59 AM Judge Sides With Trans Sorority Member Accused of Inappropriate Erection

https://www.newsweek.com/judge-sides-trans-sorority-member-accused-inappropriate-erection-1822852 13/14

Education Business

Fact Check My Turn

Sports Podcasts

Mightier Vantage

Unconventional

Trending

Joe Biden Vladimir Putin Russia-Ukraine War

Donald Trump

Subscriptions

Digital+ Monthly (Ad Free Trial) $1.00

Digital+ Yearly $49.00

Premium Monthly $9.99

Premium Yearly $99

In The Magazine

September 01
2023 Issue

Newsletters in your inbox  See all

The Bulletin
(Mondays to
Saturdays)
See Sample

The Debate
(Tuesdays)

The Cover
(Wednesdays)
See Sample

For The Culture
(Tuesdays and
Thursdays)
See Sample

The Frontlines
(Thursdays)
See Sample

Infinite Scroll
(Tuesdays)
See Sample

The Josh Hammer
Report
(Wednesdays)
See Sample

Mightier (Coming
soon)

You can unsubscribe at any time.
By signing up you are agreeing to our Terms of Service and Privacy
Policy

Email address Sign up now

Company

About Us

Masthead

Editions:

U.S. Edition

日本

Contact

Advertise

Careers

Terms of Use

Cookie Policy

Copyright

https://www.newsweek.com/education
https://www.newsweek.com/business
https://www.newsweek.com/fact-check
https://www.newsweek.com/my-turn
https://www.newsweek.com/sports
https://www.newsweek.com/podcasts
https://www.newsweek.com/hubs/mightier
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/vantage
https://www.newsweek.com/unconventional/naveedjamali
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/joe-biden
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/vladimir-putin
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/russia-ukraine-war
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/donald-trump
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/1
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/1
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/09/01/issue.html
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/09/01/issue.html
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter
https://www.newsweek.com/thebulletin
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/the-cover
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/the-culture
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/the-frontlines
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/infinite-scroll
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/josh-hammer-report
https://www.newsweek.com/terms-service
https://www.newsweek.com/privacy-policy
https://www.newsweek.com/about-newsweek
https://www.newsweek.com/about-newsweek#masthead
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweekjapan.jp/
https://www.newsweek.com/advertise
https://www.newsweek.com/careers
https://www.newsweek.com/cookie-policy
https://www.newsweek.com/copyright
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


8/28/23, 10:59 AM Judge Sides With Trans Sorority Member Accused of Inappropriate Erection

https://www.newsweek.com/judge-sides-trans-sorority-member-accused-inappropriate-erection-1822852 14/14

© 2023 NEWSWEEK DIGITAL LLC

Diversity

Announcements

Archive

Policies and Standards

Mission Statement

Leadership

Newsletters

Press Center

Polska

România

Contact Us

Corrections

Privacy Policy

Terms & Conditions

Terms of Sale

https://www.newsweek.com/diversity-report
https://www.newsweek.com/announcements
https://www.newsweek.com/archive
https://www.newsweek.com/editorial-guidelines
https://www.newsweek.com/mission-statement
https://www.newsweek.com/leadership
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter
https://www.newsweek.com/press-center-image-gallery
https://www.newsweek.pl/
https://newsweek.ro/
https://www.newsweek.com/contact
https://www.newsweek.com/corrections
https://www.newsweek.com/privacy-policy
https://www.newsweek.com/terms-service
https://www.newsweek.com/terms-sale
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html

