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Concertgoers Criticize Carlos Santana Over 'BS'
Anti-Trans Rant At New Jersey Show

The "Smooth" guitarist declared that a "woman is a woman and a man is a man"
in a resurfaced clip from a July concert.

@ By Ben Blanchet

Aug 25, 2023, 03:37 AM EDT | Updated Aug 25, 2023
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About a week after the former president was
indicted for attempting to overturn the
results of the 2020 presidential election

Carlos Santana has apologized for “insensitive comments” after clips of an anti-trans rant

resurfaced from his concert in New Jersey last month.

During an Atlantic City show in July, the “Smooth” guitarist declared that “a woman is a
woman and a man is a man, that’s it.” One attendee told Consequence the comments were

“very disturbing and seemed to come out of nowhere.”

“When God made you and me, before we came out of the womb, you know who you are
and what you are,” Santana said in one video.

“Later on, when you grow out of it you see things and you start believing that you could be
something that sounds good but you know it ain’t right,” the guitarist continued. “Because a
woman is a woman and a man is a man, that’s it.”

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/carlos-santana-anti-trans-rant-concert_n_64e832c3e4b0fcbba898f5b4?7iu
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Santana, who received applause for his remarks, said that whatever a person wants to do

“in the closet” is their business.

“I'm OK with that, | am like this with my brother Dave Chappelle,” added the guitarist in a
nod to a comedian who has declared himself as “team TERFE” (a trans-exclusionary radical
feminist) and who has sparked controversy with transphobic jokes in recent years.

Santana does anti trans speech

One concertgoer, who shared a clip from the show on Reddit, called the remarks “the most
insane anti-trans bs” they’ve ever heard.

“Thought music (especially with this history) was supposed to bring us together...” wrote the
user, who claimed they chose to leave the concert “pretty immediately” following the

remarks.

In a message shared to his Facebook page on Thursday, Santana said he was sorry for his

“insensitive comments.”

“They don’t reflect that | want to honor and respect all person’s ideals and beliefs. | realize
that what | said hurt people and that was not my intent. | sincerely apologize to the
transgender community and everyone | offended,” the guitarist wrote.

He added: “Here is my personal goal that | strive to achieve every day. | want to honor and
respect all person’s ideals and beliefs whether they are LGBTQ or not. This is the planet of
free will and we have all been given this gift. | will now pursue this goal to be happy and
have fun, and for everyone to believe what they want and follow in your hearts without fear.
It takes courage to grow and glow in the light that you are and to be true, genuine, and
authentic. We grow and learn to shine our light with Love and compliments. Have a glorious

existence. Peace.”

The apology follows other rock musicians making anti-trans remarks in recent months.
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Kiss frontman Paul Stanley in April gave his unsolicited two cents on gender-affirming care
for minors in a lengthy post criticizing parents “normalizing and even encouraging
participation in a lifestyle” for their child as though it's “some sort of game.” He later walked
back the comments and stated his support for those “struggling with their sexual identity

while enduring constant hostility.”

Twisted Sister frontman Dee Snider, who called Stanley’s initial post “well said,” wrote that
he was glad his parents “didn’t jump to any rash conclusion” at a time when he “felt pretty.”
San Francisco Pride had planned to make Twisted Sister’s “We’re Not Gonna Take It” the
“unofficial rallying cry” of its parade this year, but parted ways with him over the comments,

organizers announced in May.

Snider later took to Facebook to declare that he’s an LGBTQ ally and say he wasn’t aware
that the trans community “expects fealty and total agreement with all their beliefs and any
variation or deviation is considered ‘transphobic.’”

Alice Cooper also recently said he’s afraid that being trans is “a fad” when asked about

Stanley and Snider’s remarks in a Stereogum interview.
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Jen Psaki Busts 'Entirely Misleading'
Republican Talking Point

Ron DeSantis Booed At Vigil For
Victims Of Jacksonville Shooting

Basketball Fans Stunned By Player's
Kobe Bryant-Like Style In Viral Clip

Impressionist Totally Goes To Town
On That Awkward Ron DeSantis
Moment

Vivek Ramaswamy Has A Role In
Mind For Trump If He Wins The White
House

Mehdi Hasan Names What ‘Must Be
Killing’ Trump About His Legal Battles

Sheriff Provides The First Details Of
How A White Man Fatally Shot 3
Black People At A Florida Store

GOP Governor Urges Republican
Candidates To 'Find Separation' From
Trump

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/carlos-santana-anti-trans-rant-concert_n_64e832c3e4b0fcbba898f5b4?7iu

8/29/23, 11:18

The U.S. Is Finally Taking On Russia's
Monopoly Over This Vital Resource

'Curb Your Enthusiasm' Star Says He
Once Disliked 'Cocky,' 'Arrogant’
Larry David

Chuck Todd Challenges Vivek
Ramaswamy For 'Doing The Exact
Opposite' Of His Book

Rep. Jamie Raskin Says Trump Is
Ineligible For The Presidency

Jen Psaki Points Out Why Trump's
Mug Shot Is No 'Political Winner' For
Him
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Concertgoers Criticize Carlos Santana Over 'BS' Anti-Trans Rant At New Jersey Show | HuffPost Latest News

Justin Jones Slams 'Asinine Governor' Record Heat Scorches Dallas As Hell
Ron DeSantis Following Deadly Summer Continues Across U.S.
Jacksonville Shooting

Beloved Wild Horses Roaming North  Jesse Watters Compliments Trump's

Shooter Who Killed 3 At Jacksonville
Store Was Targeting Black People:
Sheriff

Texas Effort To Kill 500 Deer Hits A

Dakota National Park May Be Mug Shot: 'He Looks Good And He Major Snag
Removed Looks Hard'
Thief Swipes Former North Dakota Two Injured In Shooting During Law Professor Explains Why He
Governor's SUV During Morning Chicago White Sox Game: Police Thinks Trump Is 'Disqualified' From
Radio Show Gig Becoming President Again

Joe Biden's 4-Word Reaction To Sarah Palin Calls For Trump New COVID Booster Vaccine Will Be
Donald Trump's Mug Shot Is Dripping  Supporters To 'Rise Up' Over Arrest,  Available Next Month: Reports

With Shade Alludes To 'Civil War'

Who Is Trump Ally Harrison Floyd, Alice Cooper Defends Bringing Massive Strikes By U.S. Autoworkers
The Only 2020 Defendant Held Johnny Depp On Tour: ‘Nobody Loom: 'We're Finally Fighting Back'
Without Bond In Georgia? Cared’

20 Of The Funniest Tweets About Trump's Scowling Mug Shot Sparks A Selena Gomez Says She 'Fought' For

A Hit Song That Almost Went To

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/carlos-santana-anti-trans-rant-concert_n_64e832c3e4b0fcbba898f5b4?7iu

8/29/23, 11:18

Thousands Mark 60th Anniversary Of
March On Washington On National
Mall

Why A Coup In West Africa Stoked
Fears Over Nuclear Energy

Louisiana Police Criticized Over 'Tone
Deaf' AR-15 Raffle For Domestic
Violence Nonprofit

Powell Says Inflation ‘Remains Too
High’ — Hints: Fed Not Done Flirting
With Recession

Maui Releases Names Of 388 People
Still Missing After Deadly Wildfire

Spain's Soccer President Refuses To
Resign Despite Uproar Over
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Concertgoers Criticize Carlos Santana Over 'BS' Anti-Trans Rant At New Jersey Show | HuffPost Latest News

Cats And Dogs This Week

Chris Christie Has A Blunt Comeback
To Being Booed At The Debate

Maggie Haberman Reveals Why
Trump Pulled That Face During His
Mug Shot

Meme Frenzy

'Dune: Part Two' Release Delayed As
Actors, Writers Continue Strikes

John Bolton Has A 4-Letter Word To
Describe Trump's Mug Shot

Another Artist

Lawrence O'Donnell Makes Stark
Prediction About The Future Of
Trump's Mug Shot

'Embarrassed': Ex-GOP Governor
Slams Candidates Over Trump
Support

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/carlos-santana-anti-trans-rant-concert_n_64e832c3e4b0fcbba898f5b4?7iu
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Inappropriate Kiss

'Drop Out Tomorrow': Chris Christie
Turns Ramaswamy's Trump Praise
Around On Him

Trump's First Tweet In Years Is Being
Mocked For 1 Truly Awkward Mistake
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