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@ Listen to this article now
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ichigan's recent bill making it a felony for people to harass or intimidate

someone by misgendering them and using the wrong pronouns has
sparked controversy in the state, with former judge and television
personality Joe Brown calling the measure an "abomination.”

The new measure, House Bill 4474, is part of a package of legislation that would
replace Michigan's existing Ethnic Intimidation Act and would make it a hate crime to
cause someone to "feel terrorized, frightened, or threatened" with words.

It expands the existing law to cover sex, sexual orientation, age, gender identity or
expression, and physical or mental disability. Religion, ethnicity and race were already
included in the previous legislation and will still be covered under the new law.

Michigan has recently been pushing reforms and new measures that would expand
the protection of LGBTQ+ rights in the state, going against a nationwide trend that has

seen other states moving to limit rights for transgender youth.
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A Trans rights activist wears an earring that says "they" in London, on
January 17, 2023. A new bill passed by the Michigan House would make
it a felony to intimidate and harass someone by misgendering them.

DAN KITWOOD/GETTY IMAGES

Last week, Michigan banned conversion therapy, the controversial practice trying to

"cure" LGBTQ+ people of their sexual orientation and gender identity, for minors in the
state.

HB 4474 was passed by the Democrat-controlled Michigan House of Representatives
in a 59 to 50 vote on June 20, and it now moves to the state Senate for consideration.
If passed, it would need to be signed into law by Governor Gretchen Whitmer, a
Democrat. The Michigan Senate has a 20 to 18 Democratic majority.
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Under the bill—which makes it a hate crime for a person to threaten another by
deliberately using the wrong pronouns with an intimidating purpose—offenders would
be guilty "of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 5 years, or by a
fine of not more than $10,000."

SIGN UP FOR NEWSWEEK'’S EMAIL UPDATES >

Brown, an independent who came under fire last year for making crude (and what
many called misogynistic) comments about women leaders, wrote on Twitter that the
new Michigan bill was "obscenely contrary” to the First Amendment.
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JudgeJoeBrown & L 4
@JudgeJoeBrownTV - Follow

This type of abomination must be stopped

This is so obscenely contrary to American 1st A Law that
the only fit ‘Adjectives’ to describe it are profane

Michigan House passes bill where using wrong pronouns =
a felony, fineable up to $10,000

foxnews.com
Michigan House passes bill that could make using wrong pronouns a f...

The Michigan state House of Representatives passed HB 4474, making
it a felony to "intimidate" someone of a protected class with inclusion...

7:27 AM - Jul 2, 2023 @)
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Read 144 replies

"This type of abomination must be stopped,’ he tweeted. "This is so obscenely
contrary to American 1st Almendment] Law that the only fit 'Adjectives' to describe it
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are profane Michigan House passes bill where using wrong pronouns = a felony,
fineable up to $10,000."

"Evidently Michigan wants to keep sending cases to the Supreme Court that will trigger

the left,' commented one Twitter user. "1st Amendment applies. Bill will be deemed

unconstitutional," another person tweeted.

Other critics of the bill have claimed that the new measure violates people's rights
under the First Amendment.

"The state of Michigan is now explicitly allowing the gender delusion issue to be used
as a 'protected class," Michigan state Representative Angela Rigas, a Republican, told
the Daily Wire. "This opens up numerous issues when it comes to the courts and the

continued weaponization of the system against conservatives."

"We saw similar concerns when they wanted to pass blocks on ‘conversion' therapy. It
seems Dems want to be in the business of telling people how to think," she said.
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But Democratic state Representative Noah Arbit, who helped lead the legislative
package containing the controversial measure, said that the new law will help bring
Michigan from a "national laggard to a national leader" in addressing hate crimes.
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"No Michigander should ever feel unsafe or threatened because of who they are or the
community they belong to," Arbit, an openly gay man, said on the House floor on June
20.

Newsweek reached out to Arbit, Rigas, and the Human Rights Campaign via email for
comment.
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If calling someone Mr. or Ms., Sir or Ma'am, causes them to feel terrorized or threatened, then
the problem isn't with the person saying the pronoun.

Reply - ® 23 &GP1 - Share

S0 someone says they "feel" threatened - then they put that person in jail or 10,000 fine.
EVERYONE can feel "threatened" on anything.

i feel threatened by the trans not respecting MY views and convictions, trying to make me a
slave of the trans person life

Reply - ®931 GP5 - Share

Another step in the thought police having control of our lives. Fortunately politicians have
read neither Aldous Huxley nor George Orwell. Which is just as well, as the works of the
authors would be far beyond their ability to comprehend.
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I'm all for LGBT rights, but this seems like a clear overreach that conflicts with the first
amendment.

Stuff like this doesn't help anyone because it will get thrown out as unconstitutional and it only
gives MAGAs something to rally around.

Reply - ®921 GP16 - Share

realthdude
1 day 9%s is compelled speech. It will never stand a legal review.

Reply -+ 925 &”5 - Share

JC14é£ should give ALL freedom loving people something to rally behind, don't you think?
1day 3Ply - @15 SP6 - Share

o 1 reply

& Show 1 more reply
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| think this is a bit extreme on the face of it, but in looking at the law it's only a crime if there is

roven intimidation. It states "Intimidate" means a willful course of conduct involving
ragonDuck .. T
repéated or continuing harassment of another individual that would cause a

654 6M3ble individual to feel t...
See more

Reply - ©99 &"11 - Share

Newsweek is reporting the Republican spin, not the actual law. They get more revenue
W@&W&%er Left
ReplVago 106 P20 - Share

o 1 reply

& Show 1 more reply

Emmanuel Goldst

1 day ago

Oh and dont let little weasels gaslight you by saying 'this is only in cases of harassment and
intimidation".

They consider misgendering someone on purpose harassment. So no dice. Itis already
illegal to threaten somebody.

Reply - @931 GP11 - Share

Misgender? There's 2 genders. Only 2. People are walking are walking around wanting be
identified as many odd things for example, a furry. This whole thing is getting out of hand. So
if we see a stranger and we don't know anything about them, we will get in serious trouble
because we identified IT ...

See more
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Five years in jail for "misgendering" someone? It's time for regular people to act against

transgendering. It is an illness, not a cause to be celebrated.
BollWeevil

ngyagé @934 G710 - Share

o 1 reply

A felony?? how about when they call you horrible names if you get their fantasy name
wrong??? This is insane.

ReplyCannib8B &P 9 - Share
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KG
This is the most ridiculous thing | have seen so far. . I'm gonna call them what | want to. That
is my right. If they are a man | will call them a man and vice versa with a woman. This is really
getting to be a communist country and the dems need to go.
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Supreme Court LGBTQ 'Fake Case' Could be Reversed —
Lawyer

"It's a fake case. There's no controversy,’ said former SCOTUS lawyer Neal Katyal regarding a
Christian designer refusing to work for a gay couple.

By Giulia Carbonaro
2 MIN READ
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Trump-Appointed Prosecutor Pushes Back on
Republicans' Hunter Biden Claims

U.S. Attorney David Weiss rejected GOP allegations of retaliation against an IRS whistleblower in
a letter sent to Representative Jim Jordan.

By Andrew Stanton
3 MIN READ
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