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Michigan City Bans Pride Flags From Public Property

A Hamtramck, Michigan city council member said LGBTQ people are "already
represented" as the council barred pride flags from publicly owned flagpoles.

AP AP

Jun 15, 2023, 02:15 AM EDT
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HAMTRAMCK, Mich. (AP) — A Detroit-area community has banned
LGBTQ+ flags from publicly owned flagpoles after a tense hourslong
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In protest, a woman speaking during the public comment portion of
the Hamtramck City Council meeting kissed a woman standing next
to her Tuesday night.
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During the public comments, two women who opposed the
Hamtramck resolution banning LGBTQ flags from city
property, one wearing a clown nose, gave a sarcastic
presentation, then kissed in front of the city council:
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“You guys are welcome,” council member Nayeem Choudhury said.
“(But) why do you have to have the flag shown on government
property to be represented? You're already represented. We already
know who you are.”

Some members of the all-Muslim council said the pride flag clashes
with the beliefs of some members of their faith. Businesses and
residents aren’t prohibited from displaying a pride flag on their own

property.
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Hamtramck, population 27,000, is an enclave surrounded by Detroit.
More than 40% of residents were born in other countries, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau, and a significant share are of Yemeni or

Bangladeshi descent.
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The council voted unanimously to display only five flags, including
the American flag, the Michigan flag and one that represents the
native countries of immigrant residents.

Mayor Amer Ghalib made the flag a campaign issue when then-
Mayor Karen Majewski flew one on city property in 2021.

“We serve everybody equally with no discrimination but without
favoritism,” he said.

Hayley Cain said she chose to live in Hamtramck after moving from
California because it was known as a diverse community.

“I’'m questioning whether it is. ... The pride flag represents making
space for all humans on all the spectrums, and this is where we’re
going as a human species,” Cain said. “You can’t stop that.”
Dawud Walid, director of the Michigan branch of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, a civil rights advocacy group, said

Hamtramck’s strict flag policy doesn’t discriminate against anyone.
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said.

He said some Muslims who oppose an LGBTQ+ flag are no different

than conservative members of other religions with similar views.

“Flags carry symbolism. Those symbols carry social and political
messages,” Walid said.

Detroit City FC, a professional soccer team that draws thousands of
fans to games in Hamtramck, called the council’s decision
“inexcusable.”

“Pride flags send a powerful message that all are welcome and that
the community values diversity,” the team said on Twitter.

Detroit City FC ,
@DetroitCityFC - Follow

Detroit City FC's support of the LGBTQ+ community is unwavering. We are
committed to making Keyworth the most welcoming sporting venue in US
sports.
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Victims

Clay Higgins Insists He Was Trying To Calm Trump Supporters
Down, Not Rile Them Up

Target Stores In Multiple States Receive Bomb Threats Over Pride
Month Merch

See Photos Of Trump’s Second Arraignment, Just 2 Months After
His First Arrest

2 Active-Duty Marines Plead Guilty To Capitol Riot Charges

Naomi Watts And Billy Crudup Tie The Knot At New York City
Courthouse

Marlon Wayans Cited For Disturbing The Peace Over Luggage
Dispute

Transgender Activist Goes Topless And Holds Her Breasts At White
House
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9 Shot With 3 In Critical Condition After Denver Shooting Near NBA
Finals Venue: Police

'First Of Its Kind' lllinois Law Will Penalize Libraries That Ban Books

Former GOP Lawmaker Reveals What Republicans Are Saying
Behind Trump's Back

Autopsy Finds Cause Of 32-Year-Old Olympic Sprinter Tori Bowie's
Death

‘Everwood’ Star Treat Williams Dead After Motorcycle Accident

Republican Group To Run Blistering Anti-Trump Ad On Fox News
During Prime Time

Gavin Newsom Gives Sean Hannity Blunt Fact-Checks In Fiery Fox
News Clash

Daniel Penny Disputes Key Claims In Jordan Neely’s Killing On NYC
Subway Train
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Kari Lake Gets Math Lesson After Claiming 90% Of Americans
Support Trump

Chris Christie Hammers Trump On Secret Document Indictment

No Bail For Utah Woman Accused Of Killing Husband, Then Writing
Grief Book For Kids

Trump Arrives In Miami For First Court Appearance Over Documents
Charges

Video Shows Police Investigating 911 Call About UFO, 'Not Human'
Creatures

Kevin McCarthy Offers Crappy Defense Of Trump Toilet Pic

Former Dippin' Dots CEO Accused Of Strangling Girlfriend, Who
Escaped

Mom Of 6-Year-Old Who Shot Teacher Expected To Admit To
Marijuana Use, Gun Possession
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British Man Climbs To 72nd Floor Of Seoul Skyscraper With Just His
Bare Hands

JPMorgan Reaches Settlement With Victims Of Jeffrey Epstein

Authoritarian Expert Spells Out What A Trump Return To Office Will
Mean

Ex-Trump DHS Official Reveals What Security Community Endured
During His Presidency

U.S. Decides To Rejoin U.N. Cultural Agency And Pay Back Dues, To
Counter Chinese Influence

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene's Rainbow Flag Rant Gets Flipped Back
On Her

Lindsey Graham’s ABC News Interview About Trump Goes South In
Just Seconds

Jim Jordan Backs Himself Into Corner Struggling To Defend Trump
On Tape
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Mayweather-Gotti lll Fight Morphs Into Chaotic Brawl In The Ring

Trump Takes 1 Of His Favorite Lines To Ridiculous New Level In
Indictment Rant
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