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Street Artist Trolls Ron DeSantis With Guerrilla 'Say Gay' Campaign In Orlando

Corie Mattie, aka the LA Hope Dealer, returned to the Florida city she once called home
with a blunt message for the 2024 presidential candidate.

By Lee Moran
Jun 8, 2023, 02:05 AM EDT

Los Angeles-based street artist Corie Mattie is sending a stark

message to Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) in his own backyard for
Pride Month.
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LGBTQIA+ community,” Mattie this week conducted a guerrilla
activist art campaign in Orlando.
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Assisted by queer-run and allied businesses, she hit the city she
once called home with stickers, flyers, tear-aways and stencils.

Her main message: “Say Gay.” It's a slamming spin on DeSantis’

homophobic “Don’t Say Gay” law banning classroom instruction on

sexual orientation and gender identity.

Corie Mattie’s most prominent artwork features Disney characters Minnie Mouse and Daphne Duck, a response to DeSantis' criticism of the entertainment company. CORIE MATTIE

“My return to Orlando is deeply personal,” Mattie told HuffPost.

“While | navigated my sexuality and worked a 9-to-5, Orlando
provided a safe environment that allowed me to explore

relationships with women and immerse myself in artistic expression,”

she recalled. “The experiences | had in Florida fundamentally shaped
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Mattie stumbled into street art during the coronavirus pandemic. Her

uplifting and thought-provoking pieces on isolation and humanity —
part of her Los Angeles Hope Dealer project — often went viral on

social media.

:
)
;

Mattie’s new campaign, though, aims to send a stinging message to
DeSantis and other extremist Republicans that the LGBTQ
community “will not be silenced or resigned to the shadows,” she

said.
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“The enthusiastic response from volunteers was overwhelming,
signaling that this movement held significance beyond just a simple

sticker campaign,” she said.

ADVERTISEMENT

One flyer features a QR code encouraging people to “get tested for

being gay.” It links to an explanation of the campaign’s purpose.

“Say Gay! For The U.S.A,” read another wartime-style tear-away she
pasted across Orlando.

A sidewalk stencil urged people to: “Love Like Florida Would Ban It.”
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Mattie’s most prominent artwork featured Disney characters Minnie
Mouse and Daphne Duck enjoying an intimate moment.

Disney, of course, found itself in DeSantis’ firing line after it criticized
his “Don’t Say Gay” ban.
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“l just really hope to encourage people to capture and share images
of the campaign on social media as a way to amplify our
communities voice,” Mattie said. “We can turn this local campaign
into a national conversation and amplify our demand for equality and
acceptance.”

Policies like those enacted by DeSantis “not only hinder progress
towards equality, but they also fragment communities, foster
divisiveness, and breed fear and distrust,” she said.

Corie Mattie slammed Ron DeSantis' extremist policies through her artwork. corIe MATTIE

“Through the power of art, advocacy, and dialogue, | want to do what
| do best and challenge these harmful policies, disrupt the narratives
that perpetuate them, and fight for equality and justice,” Mattie
added.
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“It always comes down to the power of the people vs the people in
power. And we are the fucking people.”

Check out more of Mattie’s work on Instagram.

Policies like those enacted by DeSantis “not only hinder progress towards equality, but they also fragment communities, foster divisiveness, and breed fear and distrust,” said Mattie. CORrIE
MATTIE
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Gavin Newsom Proposes 28th Amendment To U.S. Constitution To
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Under Apocalyptic Skies, Republicans Blow Smoke On Climate
Change

Supreme Court Issues Surprise Decision In Racial Gerrymandering
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Senators Call On TikTok CEO To Come Clean On U.S. User Data

Mike Pence Warns DOJ Against Charging Trump For Classified
Documents

Karine Jean-Pierre Will Not Discuss Golf With Fox News Reporter
And That's That

Fox News Hosts Have Most Predictable Response To New York
Wildfire Smoke

'Sad And Pathetic': Newsom Rips DeSantis For Using Human Beings
As 'Pawns'
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CNN Anchor Torches Trump’s Wild 'Wolves' Ad: ‘Fact-Check
Machine Is Broken'

Ex-Prosecutor Gives 2 Reasons Trump’s Criminal ‘Target’ Status Is
Really Bad News

Rep. Lauren Boebert’s Pride Flag Rant Receives Different Kind Of
Salute

George Conway Celebrates 'Imminent’' Trump Indictment: 'Santa Is
Gonna Come Early'

'Let's Talk About Who's Cheating': Freshman Democrat Gives GOP A
Ruthless Fact-Check

Mike Pence Compares Gender Transition Treatments For Kids To
Getting A Tattoo

Chris Christie Says Trump's Insults About His Weight Prove Only 1
Thing

FBI Heads Off House Oversight Committee Contempt Vote With
Compromise
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Steve Bannon Reportedly Subpoenaed In Jan. 6 Grand Jury Probe

Awkward! Kevin McCarthy Kicks Off Pride Month By Hailing Famed
Lesbian Author

Trump Told He Is Target Of Criminal Investigation Into Classified
Documents: Reports

Biden Vetoes Bill Canceling Student Loan Debt Relief

Louisiana Passes Slate Of Anti-LGBTQ+ Bills

Violence Erupts Outside California School Board Meeting Over Pride
Month Declaration

Clarence Thomas Delays Disclosures After Reports Of Secret
Financial Dealings

'Sellout': Progressives Take Aim At Pro Golf Merger
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New York Prison System Reverses Policy Restricting Incarcerated
Writers And Artists

Pence Ramps Up Jan. 6 Criticism Of Man Who Nearly Got Him Killed
During Coup Attempt

Moms For Liberty Designated As Extremist Group By Watchdog Org

‘Hold The Floor’: Right-Wing Stages Blockade Of House As Payback
For Kevin McCarthy

Mike Pence's Campaign Launch Attracts Twitter Mockery From All
Sides

An Alaska Official Just Sent A Kinky, BDSM-Themed Letter To The
EPA

Watch Democratic Rep Shred Ex-Trump EPA Official For Harping On
Trans Claims

North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum Launches Long-Shot Bid For
President

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/street-art-corie-mattie-ron-desantis-florida_n_647dd387e4b0b4444c7{f90e

15/20


https://www.huffpost.com/entry/new-york-reverse-ban-incarcerated-writing-art_n_6480eec4e4b027d92f8a4bdd
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/new-york-reverse-ban-incarcerated-writing-art_n_6480eec4e4b027d92f8a4bdd
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mike-pence-donald-trump-jan-6_n_6480da58e4b06725aedd5499
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mike-pence-donald-trump-jan-6_n_6480da58e4b06725aedd5499
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/moms-for-liberty-designated-as-extremist-group-by-watchdog-org_n_6480d572e4b025003edafed6
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/moms-for-liberty-designated-as-extremist-group-by-watchdog-org_n_6480d572e4b025003edafed6
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/freedom-caucus-kevin-mccarthy_n_6480bd8ce4b048eb910c75f2
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/freedom-caucus-kevin-mccarthy_n_6480bd8ce4b048eb910c75f2
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mike-pence-launch-video-twitter-snark_n_6480a287e4b0756ff85ada87
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mike-pence-launch-video-twitter-snark_n_6480a287e4b0756ff85ada87
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/alaska-official-bdsm-letter-epa_n_64809717e4b048eb910c3caa
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/alaska-official-bdsm-letter-epa_n_64809717e4b048eb910c3caa
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/becca-balint-mandy-gunasekara-transgender-house-oversight_n_64806002e4b048eb910be3c2
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/becca-balint-mandy-gunasekara-transgender-house-oversight_n_64806002e4b048eb910be3c2
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/north-dakota-governor-doug-burgum-gop-presidential-candidacy_n_646fd416e4b091b09c2c0f59
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/north-dakota-governor-doug-burgum-gop-presidential-candidacy_n_646fd416e4b091b09c2c0f59
https://www.huffpost.com/
https://login.huffpost.com/login?dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffpost.com%2Fentry%2Fstreet-art-corie-mattie-ron-desantis-florida_n_647dd387e4b0b4444c7ff90e&src=huffpost-nav-article&ncid=huffpost_articlenav_j8lokxbqp1w

6/9/23, 8:31 AM

Corie Mattie Trolls Ron DeSantis With Guerrilla Street Art Campaign In Orlando | HuffPost Latest News

Fox News’ John Roberts Apologizes For ‘Hurtful’ Dig About Chris
Christie

Stephen A. Smith Says He'd Vote For Chris Christie Over Any
Democrat In Slam Of Biden

People Point Out The 1 Glaring Omission From Mike Pence's Launch
Video

Mike Pence Releases Video Formally Launching 2024 Presidential
Bid

George Conway Taunts Trump With Why It's 'Fitting' If He's Done
For Docs

The Supreme Court’s Gun Rights Decision Is Causing Confusion In
State Legislatures

William Barr Busts A Big Trump Gripe About Classified Docs Probe

Fox News Host Ripped For 'Complete Lie' During Brazen Prime Time
Rant
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Watergate Lawyer John Dean Says He’s ‘Curious’ About 1 Thing In
Trump Investigation

White Woman Who Fatally Shot Black Neighbor Is Arrested In
Florida

Marco Rubio Mocked For Still Whining About Chris Christie’s 2016
Debate Beatdown

Tucker Carlson’s New Twitter Show, Seen By Millions, Starts With
Conspiracy Theories

Florida Grand Jury Involved In Trump Documents Probe By Justice
Dept., AP Source Says

Missouri Executes Michael Tisius Despite Widespread Pleas To
Spare His Life

State Department Defends Secretary Blinken Over Celebrating
Kissinger's 100th Birthday

Democrats Slam Harlan Crow’s Stonewalling On Financial Benefits
For Clarence Thomas
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Under Fire From DeSantis, Trump Dog-Whistles To Anti-Vaccine
Community

America’s Largest LGBTQ Advocacy Group Issues A Stark Warning

Chris Christie Launches 2024 Presidential Run With Sharp Attacks
On Trump

Lawmakers Rip Pro Golf Merger

9/11 Families Slam PGA Tour As 'Saudi Shills' After LIV Golf Merger

Trump Gushes About 'Glamorous' PGA Tour Merger With Saudi-
Backed Golf League

Judge Says Rep. George Santos Must Reveal Who Cosigned His
$500K Release Bond

DHS Launches Major Effort To Stem Human Trafficking In
Indigenous Communities
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U.S. Judge Blocks Florida Ban On Trans Minor Care In Narrow
Ruling: 'Gender Identity Is Real'

Right-Wing Backlash To Kevin McCarthy’s Debt Ceiling Deal Yet To
Materialize

With Big Promises Still Unfulfilled, State Department Diversity Chief
Leaves Post

Texas Sheriff Calls For Criminal Charges Over Migrant Flights
Organized By Ron DeSantis

Thousands Gather Outside Colorado Capitol Calling On Governor To
Ban All Guns

David Byrne’s History Of Avoiding Unions Dates Back To The 1980s

‘Pit Bull’ Ex-Prosecutor Predicts Exactly When And Where Trump
Will Be Charged
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