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POLITICS LGBTQ TARGET PRIDE MONTH

Target Slammed For Removing Pride Merch
Following Conservative Outrage
The retail giant is caving to "bullies" instead of standing by the LGBTQ
community, critics say.

By Lydia O'Connor

May 24, 2023, 07:37 PM EDT

Target is under fire for its decision to pull some of its Pride Month merchandise from

shelves ― a move the company says was done to protect employees but that critics say

merely bows to pressure from anti-LGBTQ conservatives.

The new wave of backlash at the retail giant follows its announcement that because some

people have been threatening store employees over the merchandise, Target is “removing

items that have been at the center of the most significant confrontational behavior.”

Target didn’t disclose what those Pride Month items were, but adult swimsuits marketed to

transgender women as “tuck-friendly” and o!ering “extra crotch coverage” have caused a

conservative firestorm on social media. Much of the outrage has revolved around the false

claim that Target is selling these swimsuits in children’s sizes.
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The company also confirmed to The Associated Press that some Southern stores had

moved their entire Pride merchandise displays to the back of the stores in light of

confrontations with customers.

In a tweet, California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) called out Target CEO Brian Cornell directly

and said corporate decisions like this are a slippery slope.

“There is a systematic attack on the gay community happening across the country,”

Newsom said. “Wake up America. This doesn’t stop here. You’re black? You’re Asian?

You’re Jewish? You’re a woman? You’re next.”

Rep. Becca Balint, a Democrat who’s the first openly LGBTQ person to represent Vermont

in Congress, echoed Newsom’s disappointment, tweeting: “If companies like @Target give

in to the whims of a hateful few, they may need a lesson or two on the history of pride and

what it means to the LGBTQ+ community.”

The company was also heavily criticized by human rights organizations.

“Target should put the products back on the shelves and ensure their Pride displays are

visible on the floors, not pushed into the proverbial closet. That’s what the bullies want.

Target must be better,” Human Rights Campaign President Kelley Robinson said in a

statement Wednesday.

“Extremist groups and individuals work to divide us and ultimately don’t just want rainbow

products to disappear, they want us to disappear,” she continued. “For the past decade, the

LGBTQ+ community has celebrated Pride with Target—it’s time that Target stands with us

and doubles-down on their commitment to us.”

CEO of Target Brian Cornell selling out the LGBTQ+ community to extremists is a real profile in
courage.

This isn’t just a couple stores in the South. There is a systematic attack on the gay community
happening across the country.

Wake up America.

This doesn’t stop here.… https://t.co/1vRgukaT0g
— Gavin Newsom (@GavinNewsom) May 24, 2023

/ TRENDING /

Most People Don't Need
Pacemakers Until
Retirement Age. I Had To
Get One At 26.

Alert! The Internet-Famous
Revlon Brush Is Only $28
On Amazon Right Now

Gavin Newsom Uses
Marjorie Taylor Greene's
Theories Against Her In
Wicked Burn

Oprah Winfrey Recalls Tina
Turner Being 'Excited And
Curious' About Death

Ken Jennings Cracks Wise
About Rep. George Santos
On 'Jeopardy'

By entering your email and clicking Sign Up, you're
agreeing to let us send you customized marketing

messages about us and our advertising partners. You are
also agreeing to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.

Politics
Hu!Post's top politics stories, straight

to your inbox.

address@email.com SIGN UP

https://apnews.com/article/target-pride-lgbtq-4bc9de6339f86748bcb8a453d7b9acf0
https://go.skimresources.com/?id=38395X987171&xs=1&xcust=646e8156e4b091b09c2aa3e4&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usatoday.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2023%2F05%2F24%2Fnewsom-target-removing-pride-month%2F70253584007%2F
https://t.co/1vRgukaT0g
https://twitter.com/GavinNewsom/status/1661201623736287232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/pacemaker-heart-condition-26-year-old_n_646def1ce4b03557393a228a
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/pacemaker-heart-condition-26-year-old_n_646def1ce4b03557393a228a
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/revlon-one-step-brush-sale_l_646f625ae4b02325c5d98d37
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/revlon-one-step-brush-sale_l_646f625ae4b02325c5d98d37
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/gavin-newsom-marjorie-taylor-greene-twitter_n_646e7e89e4b02325c5d8bfb0
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/gavin-newsom-marjorie-taylor-greene-twitter_n_646e7e89e4b02325c5d8bfb0
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/oprah-winfrey-recalls-tina-turner-being-excited-and-curious-about-death_n_646f3132e4b091b09c2b3334
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/oprah-winfrey-recalls-tina-turner-being-excited-and-curious-about-death_n_646f3132e4b091b09c2b3334
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ken-jennings-george-santos-jeopardy_n_646f38c9e4b02325c5d95ed3
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ken-jennings-george-santos-jeopardy_n_646f38c9e4b02325c5d95ed3
https://www.huffpost.com/static/user-agreement
https://www.huffpost.com/static/privacy-policy


5/25/23, 10:02Target Slammed For Removing Pride Merch Following Conservative Outrage | HuffPost Latest News

Page 3 of 9https://www.huffpost.com/entry/target-pride-month-merchandise_n_6…ign=hp-us-reg-morning-email_2023-05-25&utm_term=us-morning-email

 GO TO HOMEPAGE

Pride month merchandise is displayed at the front of a Target store in Hackensack, New Jersey, on Wednesday, May
24. VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

GLAAD pointed out that, according to its research, 3 in 4 non-LGBTQ people are

comfortable seeing LGBTQ people in ads, and that when a brand publicly supports LGBTQ

rights, Americans are overall twice as likely to support that brand.

“Anti-LGBTQ violence and hate should not be winning in America, but it will continue to until

corporate leaders step up as heroes for their LGBTQ employees and consumers and do not

cave to fringe activists calling for censorship,” Sarah Kate Ellis, the president and CEO of

GLAAD, said in a statement Wednesday.

Target did not immediately respond when Hu!Post asked what it thought of the new

criticism, nor did it respond when asked why it couldn’t simply beef up security or take

other measures to protect sta!.
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