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POLITICS LGBTQ TARGET PRIDE MONTH

Target Slammed For Removing Pride Merch
Following Conservative Outrage

The retail giant is caving to "bullies" instead of standing by the LGBTQ
community, critics say.

@ By Lydia O'Connor

May 24, 2023, 07:37 PM EDT

Target is under fire for its decision to pull some of its Pride Month merchandise from
shelves — a move the company says was done to protect employees but that critics say
merely bows to pressure from anti-LGBTQ conservatives.

The new wave of backlash at the retail giant follows its announcement that because some
people have been threatening store employees over the merchandise, Target is “removing
items that have been at the center of the most significant confrontational behavior.”

Target didn’t disclose what those Pride Month items were, but adult swimsuits marketed to
transgender women as “tuck-friendly” and offering “extra crotch coverage” have caused a
conservative firestorm on social media. Much of the outrage has revolved around the false

claim that Target is selling these swimsuits in children’s sizes.
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The company also confirmed to The Associated Press that some Southern stores had
moved their entire Pride merchandise displays to the back of the stores in light of

confrontations with customers.

In a tweet, California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) called out Target CEO Brian Cornell directly
and said corporate decisions like this are a slippery slope. / TRENDING /
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Pride month merchandise is displayed at the front of a Target store in Hackensack, New Jersey, on Wednesday, May
24. VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

GLAAD pointed out that, according to its research, 3 in 4 non-LGBTQ people are
comfortable seeing LGBTQ people in ads, and that when a brand publicly supports LGBTQ
rights, Americans are overall twice as likely to support that brand.

“Anti-LGBTQ violence and hate should not be winning in America, but it will continue to until
corporate leaders step up as heroes for their LGBTQ employees and consumers and do not
cave to fringe activists calling for censorship,” Sarah Kate Ellis, the president and CEO of
GLAAD, said in a statement Wednesday.

Target did not immediately respond when HuffPost asked what it thought of the new
criticism, nor did it respond when asked why it couldn’t simply beef up security or take
other measures to protect staff.
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